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We had traced the cerebro-visceral nerve 
to the «eso s, where it was about to 
Pierce the diaphragm and to enter the ab- 

omen. The right nerve was attached to 
the under surface of the gullet inclining to 
the right, and the other branch had found 
its way tothe upper surface inclining to the 
left. The left branch is the larger of the 
two. Their fibres of intercommunication 
here increase in number. I cannot say that 
they form a plexus, although it bas been so 
described ; but there are more frequent anas- 
tomoses between their branches, in order, 
it would seem, that the diffusion and con- 
nexion of their influence should be complete 
before they leave the thoracic cavity. I 
cannot trace any branches to the diaphragm. 
The a@sophagus passes obliquely through 
the grand scissure between the crura of the 
diaphragm, separated from, and not attach- 
ed to, that muscle by cellular substance, and 
these nerves accompany it, clinging to its 
external coat, and enveloped in the same 
substance. 

The Gastric Plexuses.—The cesophagus 
has no sooner entered the abdomen, than 
these branches of inter-communication be- 
come more numerous, and a real plexus is 
formed about the base of the esophagus, 
through which, however, the two nerves 
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can be traced distinctly. They gradually 
separate riore from each other, and before 
it actually reaches the stomach the left 
nerve divides into two branches. 

The Ramifications of the Left Nerve. —The 
one spreads over the upper part of the sto- 
mach, sending ramifications in every direc- 
tion; several reach the cardiac orifice ; 
others pursue their radiating course over 
the smaller curvature of the stomach; and 
there they mect and anastomose freely with 
ramifications from the right nerve, which 
had been distributed over the same portion 
of the viscus : so that there is communica- 
tion of the fibres and blending of the influ- 
ence of both nerves for some important pur- 
pose. The other division of the left nerve 
crosses above the stomach towards the left; it 
pursues the course of the gastric artery, and 
reaches and contributes to form the great 
semilunar ganglion. I have said that the 
left nerve, even before its entrance into the 
abdomen, was larger than the right; the 
difference of size is more evident within the 
abdominal cavity; and the reason of this 
superiority of bulk in the left nerve is now 
sufficiently plain, for it has an additional and 
a most important duty to discharge. 

The Ramifications of the Right Nerve.— 
The right nerve runs on to the stomach, 
and distributes many filaments about the 
cardiae orifice, and then divides into seve- 
ral branches; some go to the smaller curva- 
ture, where, as I have said, they anastomose 
with ramifications from the left nerve; 
others supply the greater curvature; they 
Yaga over the under part of the stomach ; 
they give branches which can be traced to 
the spleen, and others which reach and en- 
twine round the pyloric orifice, and they 
are not lost until they have travelled far 
down the duodenum, A considerable branch 
has yemoeny been sent to the liver; and 
amidst all these ramifications the nerve ter- 
minates, and is seenno more. The French 
might, therefore, with some propriety, call 
it the pneumo-gastric, for it is given to the 
stomach and its dependencies as well as to 
the lungs ; itis far more a gastric than a pul- 
mo nerve: but it is connected directly 
with all the thoracic viscera, and with those 
of the abdomen, as far as the duodenum, 
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and with all the rest by means of its commu- 
nication with the semilunar ‘faeiion. 

It is an Organic Nerve.—We do it injus- 
tice when we merely term it a respiratory 
nerve, or when we consider all its ramifica- 
tions, and all the viscera on which it be- 
stows its influence, as merely subsidiary to 
the function of respiration. I have called 
it the cerebro-visceral motor nerve, and we 
will now inquire how far this title is appli- 
cable to it within the abdomen. 

The Progress of Experiments on the Influ- 
ence of the Cerebro-Visceral Nerve.—The ear- 
liest experiments that were made on the 
influence of the cerebro-visceral nerve had 
reference to the function of respiration. 
Whether the mere branch of this nerve, the 
recurrent or the main trunk of the nerve 

and these were generally confounded), was 

ivided, there resulted manifest disturbance 
in the respiratory function, and, sooner or 
later, death, This, as the most evident 
and palpable effect of the division of the 
nerve, engrossed almost the sole attention 
of physiologists. Its influence on the ac- 
tion of the heart (circulation and respira- 
tion are functions nearly connected) was 
next inquired into; but this was an organ 
sui generis; it was endowed with an inhe- 
rent principle of contractility: if supplied 
with bl or even with warm fiuid, it 


would beat on, although this nerve was di- 
vided ; nay, although the organ itself was 


removed from the body. At length the in- 
fluence of this nerve on the process of diges- 
tion became the subject of inquiry. This 
is a slow process; there is nothing about it 
that at once arrests the attention; it is 
merely the gradual change of the food into 
a uniform pulpy mass. I will not detain 
you, Gentlemen, with a narration of the 
numerous experiments instituted by phy- 
siologists with reference to this function, 
many of them ingenious ; others without 
rhyme or reason: some apparently leading 
us on to a satisfactory conclusion; and 
others strangely inconclusive and contradic- 
tory: some conducted with a spirit of phi- 
losophic humanity ; and others with a dis- 
ace recklessness of animal suffering : 

t I will very briefly give you the ultimate 
result. 

The Influence of the Cerebro Visceral Nerve 
in the Process of Digestion.—When the ce- 
rebro-visceral nerve is divided, and not only 
ao, but a portion of it excised, so that the 
nervous influence shall be completely cut 
off from the stomach, digestion, or the solu- 
tion or chymification of the food is not sus- 
pended but only delayed. Those portions 
which were in contact with the villous coat 
of the stomach become dissolved ; but those 
that are a little within the mass of ingesta, 
and out of the reach of the gastric juice, 
are unchanged, M, Magendie divided the 
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cerebro-visceral nerves in the thorax and 
immediately above the diaphragm. All 
disturbance in respiration which might pos- 
sibly produce derangement of digestion was 
thus avoided, and the true influence of the 
nerve on the functions of the stomach would 
be seen. Hesays, that-after having allowed 
a proper period to elapse, the substances 
were chymified, and they furnished after- 
wards an abundance of chyle. 

MM. Breschet and Edwards instituted 
numerous experiments to ascertain the 
kind and degree of nervous influence in the 
process of digestion, and they arrived at 
this conclusion, which may now, I believe, 
be taken as a physiological fact; that the 
gastric juice is the solvent principle or 
agent, and that the function of digestion is 
performed and completed by the different 
portions of food being successively brought 
into contact with this fluid. We are not 
yet prepared for the inquiry into the power 
or influence by means of which the gastric 
juice is secreted, but we can no longer doubt 
that it is by the stimulus of the par vagum 
on the muscles of the stomach, that the ele- 
mentary mass is brought into repeated and 
sufficient contact with this juice. 

The Museular Coat of the Stomach—l 
need not tell you thet the second or central 
coat of the stomach is a muscular one, and 
of singular construction, consisting of two 
layers of fibres, intersecting each other ; 
the one small and few in number, running 
longitudinally, and the other large and mu- 
numerous, runving circularly. You ma 
plainly perceive how these fibres are multi- 
plied and strengthened around the cardiac 
orifice, so as to form not precisely a sphinc- 
ter muscle, nor a valve, but a strong, and, 
in the Lorse, an almost insuperable obstac'e 
to the regurgitation of the food. At the 
pyloric orifice they are also increased in 
number and strength, constituting to the 
required extent, and, as it regards solid 
matter, a true sphincter muscle, These 
muscles effect some important pu , or 
they would not be placed around the sto- 
mach and so curiously arranged there, and 
they are supplied by the gastric portion of 
the cerebro-visceral nerve alone. While 
the filaments from the semilunar ganglion, 
diffused likewise over the stomach, pass 
with the arteries through the coats of this 
viscus, and are lost in its interior surface, 
the cerebro-visceral is seen pursuing its 
course between the peritoneal and muscular 

ietes, and evidently expending and los- 
ing itself in the muscular coat. 

Illustrations of the Influence of the Cerebro- 
Visceral Nerve on the Stomach. It prevents 
Vomiting. —The esophagus is not i 
into the stomach of the horse vertically, nor 
does it at once penetrate the parietes ; but 





it runs obliquely between the muscular and 
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cuticular coats for some distance, so that 
the contraction of the muscles at the base 
of the aso , or around the cardiac 
orifice, will obliterate, as it were, the canal, 
and render the regurgitation of the food 
almost impossible. Every contraction also 
of the circular fibres of the stomach gene- 
rally, and particularly of those about the 
cardi ion, unite in producing the same 
effect, and preventing the act of vomiting, 
a liability to which would be inconvenient 
in a slave, the utmost exertion of whose 
powers are required at every call of neces- 
sity, or freak of caprice, in sickness or in 
health, or whether the stomach is full or 
void. 

The difficulty of vomiting in the horse, 
depends not upon any construction of the 
velum palati, or posterior part of the mouth, 
but simply upon the ureter-like manner in 
which the esophagus enters the stomach, 
and the power of the muscular fibres at the 


while, at the same time, the whole of the 
contents are gradually propelled r 
from the orifice which is connected with 
the esophagus, to that by which they are 
discharged.” 

Office of the Pylorus,— Last of all, the food, 
more or less dissolved, reaches the pyloric 
orifice, which is furnished not only with a 
valvular fold, but with a sphincter muscle, 
in order to resist, when occasion requires, 
this onward pressure, and to return the ali- 
mentary mass until the chymification is 
complete. The mechanism of this outlet is 
not perfect, nor its function thoroughly per- 
formed in the borse; for his stomach, come 
pared with his size, is strangely small. Ie 
was designedly made so, that it might not 
press too ae 4 on the diaphragm, or pain- 
‘fully or fatally interfere with the process of 
| respiration, when his utmost energies were 
occasionally taxed immediately after he had 
|been fed. The food, therefore, remains in 





base of the esophagus, or in the parie'es of | hi, stomach but a little while ; and it ry 


the stomach, to diminish or obliterate the 
canal. 

It forces the Food from the Cuticular Divi- 
sion of the Stomach,—The left portion of the 
stomach of the horse—the lesser curvature, 
is lined by a cuticular coat. No gastric 
juice is secreted there; but the food is de- 


tained as in « kind of reservoir, and under- | 


goes a process of maceration, by which it is 
better prepared for the action of the true 
solvent fluid. It is by the contraction of 
the circular and longitudinal fibres of the 
muscular coat of this part of the viscus, that 
the food, as soon as it is thus prepared, is 
forced out of the reservoir into the true di- 
gestive stomach, and the cervbro-visceral 
nerve is the agent ia producing this con 
traction. 


Keeps it in Contact with the Mucous Coat.— 
When the food is brought into the larger 
curvature, be it in a greater or less quan- 
tity, all the muscular fibres contract, and 
keep it in be earn with the mu 
cous coat, and consequently in contact with, 
and imbibing the gastric juice; and that as 

riectly when it is nearly empty, as when 

istended to the utmost. 


Exposes every Portion of it to the Action of 
the Guastrie Juice.—The separate parts of 
the muscular coat have the power of suc- 
cessively contracting and relaxing, and thus 
in the language of Dr, Bostock, in his in- 
valuable ‘* System of Physiology,” and 
which should find a place in every veteri- 
nary, as well as medical student's library. 
** The successive contraction of each part 
of the stomach, by produging a series of 
folds and wrinkles, serves to agitate the 
alimentary mass, and by bringing every 

of it in its turn to the surface, to ex- 
pose it to the influence of the gastric juice ; 


|through the pylorus very imperfectly di- 
gested ; while liquids flow through it as soon 
las they are drunk. 


The Function of the Duodenum.—This, 
| however, is fully counterbalanced by the 
jinereased size, and muscular and villous 
coats of the duedenum. In other animals, 
| thie portion of intestine has been consider. 
}ed as devoted entirely to chylification ; but 
|the previous process—the conversion of the 
|food into chyme—has been very imper- 


|feetly performed in the stomach of the 
horse ; and therefore we want, in the upper 
| part of the duodenum, a kind of second sto- 
mach,—a_ similar lar P s to 
compress and to mix up and dissolve the 
food. That apparatus is evident enough, 
and also the branches of this nerve, ramify- 
ing over the duodenum, and ceasing before 
we arrive at the pancreatic and bili 
orifices. Its mucous coat also is far more 
vascular than that of any of the other in- 
testines. J] might go further than this, and 
assert with Magendie, that the phenomena 
of digestion may be observed in the whole 
intestinal caval, and even in the great in- 
testine of the horse ; but this belongs to the 
digestive system, and will afford a beauti- 
fui illustration of the adaptation of the ani- 
mal to the purposes for which he was 
destined. 

The Function of the Cerebro-Visceral Nerve 
asit regards the Stomach.—'t hen, observation 
of the course of this nerve, and the mecha- 
nism of digestion, unite with the result of 
experiment in det-rmiping its proper func- 
tion. It is the motor nerve; it has to do 
with the mechanical part of the affair; it 
has to keep the pariotes of the stomach in 
contact with the food, and the food in con- 
tact with the gastric juice; it bas to bring 
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the different parts of the food in successive 
contact with the food, and to propel the 
food through this portion of the alimentary 
canal, in order that it may be discharged 
into the duodenum. The other part of the 
business,—the production of the solvent 
menstruum,—is referable to another in- 
fluence. 

The Influence of the Cerebro- Visceral Nerve 
en the Stomachs of Ruminants.—Let us turn 
to another of our patients, and the case is 
yet stronger. The food hastily gathered 

'y the or, passes into the rumen, and there 
it is retained in an immense reservoir, 
macerating in the mucous fluid secreted 
from the cuticular coat of the paunch, and 
a little liquid which occasionally breaks 
through the floor of this @sophagean canal. 
Soon after this viscus is filled, the process 
of rumination commences. The food is re- 
turned to undergo a second mastication. 
But, how returned?) Why, in the precise 
order in which it was swallowed, and has been 

repared by this maceration for its return. 

his is effected by a slow revolution of the 
food through the various compartments of 
the rumen, and tbat is accomplisted by the 
alternate contraction of the longitudinal, 
and circular, and oblique muscles, for they 
are not only strong, but they run in every 
direction. Here too the successive con- 
traction of the different parts of the sto- 
mach agitates the alimentary mass, and 
brings every portion of it, in its turn, into 
contact with the mucous secretion ; and all 
this is effected by no spinal motor nerve, 
for no one can be traced to the stomach, 
but by this cerebro-visceral one, which is 
seen ramifying in every direction under the 
peritoneal coat. 

A portion of the food which was first re- 
ceived is now, by some voluntary effort 
(the will is not excluded from every part 
of the process), brought over the valve- 
like projection which separates the rumen 
from the reticulum—the first stomach from 
the second. ‘This pellet being received into 
the honeycomb, all voluntary influence and 
power for awhile cease, and the cerebro- 
visceral takes up the work; and it com- 
presses the pellet, and forms it into the 
proper shape to reascend the gullet ; and it 
squeezes from its beautifully arranged cells 
a viscid fluid with which the pellet is en- 
veloped ; and then by an act partly volun- 
tary or in which, and that is the essence 
of our system, many voluntary muscles are 
brought to lend their aid to the involun- 
tary, or organic ones—the pellet breaks 
through the floor of the canal, and by the 
same mingled influence reascends the wsoph- 
agus, and is subjected to a second mastica 
tion, and is once more swallowed; and, 
being reduced to a semifluid form, has no 
longer sufficient momentum to break through 





the cesophagean canal, but passes on to the 
third stomach. 

There again the cerebro-visceral acts, and 
acts exclusively. The food has been twice 
masticated, but there may remain some 
hard fibres which would resist the solvent 
power of the gastric juice. These are taken 
up by the leaves of the manyplus, and a 
new action commences—a triturating grind- 
ing motion; the animal is not conscious of 
it; itisa purely organic affair ; and these 
fibres are mechanically rubbed down be- 
tween the roughened papillated leaves of 
the manyplus. In accordance with this, 
there are here, compared with the size of 
the stomach, muscular fibres ten times 
stronger than in the paunch, and there are 
far more abundant ramifications from the 
cerebro-visceral nerve. 

The food is at length prepared for diges- 
tion, and enters the fourth or true stomach ; 
and there is the muscular action of the pa- 
rietes of the stomach, and all its effects, as 
I have just described in the horse. I have 
dwelled at considerable, I trust not tedi- 
ous, length on this part of my subject, for 
the stomachs of the ruminant afford the 
most varied and satisfactory illustration of 
the function of the cerebro-visceral nerve, 
and prove it to be an organic motor nerve. 

The Sensitive Infiuence of the Nerve.—T 
have not forgotten the ganglion curiously 
belonging to this motor nerve, nor the pos- 
sib'e or probable sensitive influence which 
it bestows—namely, that kind of sensation 
which belongs to organic life—a conscious- 
ness of healthy, or of deranged action ; nor 
have I forgotten the wide and perfect sym- 
pathy which must exist between the vari- 
ous parts of so complicated a machine, that 
it may act orderly and beveficially : and I 
can conceive, that by anastomoses with 
other parts of this nerve, and more particu- 
larly with the great organic nerve with 
which it is already so ciosely united, and 
with which, by-and-by, it becomes inter- 
mingled—I say that I can readily conceive 
how, by anastomoses between these and 
fibres from the sensitive nerves of the 
spinal column, an indescribable but real 
feeling of pleasure should accompany the 
discharge of many of the organic functions, 
and pain, and sometimes to an acute de- 
gree, should mark the departure from 
healthy action, 

The Hepatic and Splenal Pleruses.—As to 
the fibres, which can be plainly traced to 
the liver and spleen, we know little of the 
minute structure of either; and the func. 
tion of the latter is not yet determined : 
but there are watritive vessels in both ; 
there are vessels conveying the fluid, from 
which the biliary secretion is formed, or 
which is to be retained in the reservoirs of 
the spleen ; there are vessels to carry away 
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the secretion or the residuum ; there are | mities ; they are supplied with nerves from 
important functions to be performed ; and | the spinal chord, and which excite them to 
therefore I can easily conceive of the| sufficiently powerful action, for the pur- 
agency both of the motor and sensitive | poses which they are to accomplish. They 
fibrils of this organic nerve: the motor! are voluntary muscles, but they arealso con- 
ones concerned with the mechanism of the! cerned, some of them at all times, and that 
part, and the sensitive ones with peculiar | involuntarily and unconsciously, in assisting 
or sympathetic organic feeling and co-ope- | in the function of respiration, and, when the 
ration, But it is time to return to the me- | breathing is hurried, they are all called into 











dulla oblongata acd its lateral column. 


The Eleventh or Spinal Accessory Nerve.— 
There is another nerve, not intermingling 
with the glosso- pharyngeus or the cerebro- 
visceral, which, within the cranium, is 
included in the same sheath with 
men lacerum. The origin of this nerve is 
very singular. 
cervical nerve we observe some minute 
threads ; they are smaller than the fibriculi 
which go to form any of the other spinal 
motor nerves; and they arise evidently 
from the centre of the lateral column. [hey 
unite and they form a larger thread, which 
takes a direction up the neck. It passes 
between the motor and sensitive roots of the 


nerves above it—lying under or penetrating | 


through the ligamentum denticulatum ; and 
as it climbs it is augmented by fresh threads. 
It reaches the foramen magoum—it evters 
it—it continues to climb until it has reached 
the ninth and tenth nerves, and then it 


the | 
latter, and passes with it through the fora- | 


As low down as the fifth | 


action conscious y, yet, in agreat measure, 
involuntarily. This is plainly a respiratory 
nerve, it is concerned with the function of 
respiration alone, but respiration is one of 
the organic functions. I class it with the 
others as an organic motor nerve. 


The Twelfth or Phrenic Nerve.—We now 
leave the cranium and the spinal chord, 
and, observing the numerous ramifications 
and anastomoses of the cervical nerves, we 
find a very small one from the fifth (fourth) 
which takes its course down the neck, 
seemingly unconnected with any other 
nerve ; we follow it, and it is joined by a 
branch from the sixth (fifth) cervical, and 
these, united, pursue the course which 
|the first little filament had taken; and, 
by-and-by, these are associated with @ 
branch from the seventh (according to the 
common nomenclature, the sixth) cervical 
| nerve; and I have met with a filament from 
| the lowest cervical nerve. The verve thus 
formed, pursues its singular and solitary 


turns round and escapes aguin from the cra- | course down the remainder of the neck, and 
nium, as I have described, through the same | penetrates into the thorax, above the root 
foramen with them. It has scarcely quitted | of the axillary artery ; it enters the me- 
the cranium when it separates from these | diastinum, and proceeds on, attached to the 
nerves, and, after that, its own trunk divides. | outer side of the pericardium, a beautiful 
Although separated from the sheath of the | object to the young and even the ex- 
cerebro-visceral, it sends a branch to unite | perienced anatomist ; and it continues its 








with the main trunk of that nerve, and also 
with the glosso-pharyngeus ; it sends many 
branches to blend with the guttural plexus, 
and thus to form anastomosis with all the 
neighbouring nerves ; a large and main 
branch, proceeding anteriorly, reaches the 
Sterno-maxillaris, and afterwards buries 
and loses itself in that muscle; another 
large division winds round the transverse 
process of the atlas, proceeds between the 
levator humeri and the splenius, and, be- 
coming superticial, reaches so far as the top 
of the shoulder, and then ramifies on the 
rhomboideus brevis, and vanishes in the 
Substance of that muscle. 


An organic Motor Nerve.—The minute fi- 
briculi from which it rises would create a sus- 
picion that it is a motor nerve ; the muscles 
on which it expends itself prove that it is 
so; and the lateral column whence it springs 
would indicate that it is employed in the 
performance of some organic function. The 
muscles to which itis directed are voluntary 
muscles ; they are concerned in the motions 
of the head, the neck, and the fore extre- 





—— path until it reaches the diaphragm, 
| Which is its ultimate destination, It pe- 
jnetrates the pleura—its branches beauti- 
|fully radiate for some distance over the 
diaphragm, and are then lost in the sub- 
stance of that muscle. One branch, how- 
ever, goes on from the right nerve,—the 
ramus anastomoticus—and contributes to 
form the semilunar ganglion. 


An organic Motor Nerve.—This is evi- 
dently an organic nerve, for it supplies the 
muscle mainly concerned in respiration. 
In its natural or relaxed state, the dia- 
phragm bellies into the thorax. It is stimu- 
lated by nervous influence derived from the 
phrenic nerve, and it contracts. In the act of 
contraction it is flattened, and the cavity of 
the thorax is evlarged, and the air rushes 
in through the nostrils and mouth, and the 
act of inspiration is performed. The ner- 
vous influence is then withdrawn, and the 
muscle relaxes, and once more bellies into 
the thorax ; and the cavity is diminished and 
the air isexpelled, or, in other words, the 
act of expiration is performed. There are 
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other auxiliaries of which I have spoken 
when treating of the function of respiration, 
but this is the main agent. The division 
of the phrenic nerve will not at once sus- 
pend respiration, for that will be carried on, 
painfully and laboriously, by the other 
muscles, which assist in raising and de- 
pressing the ribs; but, by degrees, they 
and the animal generally will be exbausted 
by their unaccustomed and violent action, 
and death will ensue. If the spinal 
chord is divided above the origin of the 





phrenic nerve respiration immediately 
ceases, for all the nerves concerned in the 
dilatation and contraction of the chest are | 
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different nerves, but all to be traced to the 
columns of animal sensation and voluntary 
motion! This is a difficulty whieh no ana- 
tomical fact will enable me to surmount ; 
and to relieve myself from it, I am obliged 
to have recourse to that which is unphilo- 
sophical, and rarely, indeed, admissible,— 
the supposition of that which 1 cannot 
prove, that when from a better process of 
maceration or hardeuing, we are enabled 
to unravel the complicated fibres of the 
spinal chord, it may hereafter appear that 
certain portions of the fifth, the sixth, and 
the seventh cervical nerve are derived from 
the lateral column, or that which is con- 


cut off. The cerebro-visceral may continue | nected with the functions of organic life. 
to influence the glottis and the lung, but) Until then we must rest content with the 
that will be of little service when the | undeniable fact, that the phrenic nerve is, in 


parietes of the chest are fixed. 


Whether a pure Organic Nerve.—It has} 
been taken for granted by physiologists ge- | 
nerally that the phrenic nerve is one of| 
voluntary motion, and that the diaphragm 
is under the control of the will. In its usual 
action the phrenic is a pure organic nerve, 
and uninfluenced by the will. The func- 
tion of respiration,—the arterialization of 
the blood,—is necessary to the animal from 
the moment of his birth ; it is ideniified with 
the continuance of life ; and the continued 
contraction and relaxation of the diaphragm, | 
the main agent in the discharge of this 
function, is co-existent with the commence- 
ment of life, aud ceases only when the vital 
principle is extinct. In its natural action 
then it is perfectly independent of the will. 


the ordinary distribution of its influence, a 
purely organic one ; and the strong inclina- 
tion of my belief is, that :t is on'y indirectly 
that it can be ever brought under the power 
of the will. It acted before a volition could 
be formed; it continues to act when the 
mind is passive ; and it is only by opposing 
& superior power, by the combination of 
many a muscle, that the will has any con- 
trol over it. ‘There are stages, and states, 
and modifications of the respiratory function 
which are necessarily to a great degree 
subjected to the influence of the will. If 1 
were to select alone the faculty which 
every animal possesses of communicating 
|his ideas, or expressing the pleasure or the 
| pain which he feels through the medium of 
ithe voice, 1 should have a sufficient illus- 
tration of the association of voluntary power 


But is not the diaphragm occasionally &| with the organic principle, in a way which 
voluntary muscle? Can we not increase or| neither the function of circulation, or diges- 
Suspend its action when and how we please ?| tion and, in faet, which no other function ean 
Indirectly we can; we can call in other require. Hence arises the difficulty, but a 
muscles to the aid of the diaphragm ; we | diticulty which is resolved by the observa- 
can give to them a certain velocity and | tion, that the discharge of the function, so 


4 of action, with which the diaphragm | 
rom its relative situation must correspond 
We can more fully and rapidly than usual 
expand the chest by the action of the in- 
tercostals, and also by that of the spinal 
accessory; we can rapidly and violently 
contract it by the power of the abdominal 
muscles, or we can give fixidity to the 
chest ; we can excite that kind of opposed 
or antagonist action between the muscles of 
inspiration and expiration, which the power 
of the diaphragm shall be insufficient to 
destroy, and between which it is in a man- 
ner paralyzed. We simplify the matter by 
considering the phrenic nerve as one of in- 
voluntary action,—a pure organic one ;— 
and a dihgent observation of the mechanism 
of respiration, will reader it highly pro- 
bable that it is so. 

Difficulty as to its Origin.—How then 
shall we account for its origin as a true spinal 
nerve, curiously made up of fibrils from 





far as essential to life, depends on the 
orgenie principle ; and that the interven- 
tion of the will is permitted only when our 
occasional ** comfort ot accommodation” 
requires. But, Gentlemen, I am here again 
theorizing somewhat too much. We have 
one more nerve, and that a most important 
one to deseribe, and then neither you nor I 
shall be sorry to return to that wh:ch ought 
to be the main object of our anatomical and 
physivlogical researches, and which gives 
them their highest, and, comparatively 
speaking, their only value, a consideration 
of the wature and treatment of disease, 
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in a local paper :—‘*‘ On Tuesday, 27th inst. 
(July 1830), Mr. Costello of London per- 
formed the operation of lithotrity upon Wil- 
liam Turnbull, a patient of apes ey 
: , " at the Sunderland Infirmary, in the presence 

Souls Rerig Sas Lane of the faculty of that and ‘the neighbouring 
Sir,—In the last number of your valu-/towns. Before Mr. Costello proceeded to 
able journal, you published a case of litho- | the operation, he delivered a lecture on the 
trity, in which the patient obtained relief! subject to the gentlemen assembled, at the 
from long and continued sufferings, by as in-| same time demonstrating the action of his 
gle application of the lithotrite. Allow me | truly beautiful and simple instruments. As 
to transmit the particulars of another case, | soon as the lecture was terminated, the pa- 
in which a perfect cure was effected by one tient was introduced and the operation 
application of the instrument. I have the | performed. The time employed in it did 


STONE IN THE BLADDER, 


honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Wa. B. Cosrerto. 
7, Parliament Street, Westmiuster, 
August 20th, 1852. 


CASE 1, OF LITHOTRITY, PERFORMED AT THE 
SUNDERLAND INFIRMARY. 
William Turnbull, aged 45, a glass- 
blower of Sunderland, had been for six or 
seven years in the habit of passing gravel, 
sometimes without the consciousness of, 


sometimes with, very considerable pain. | 


The quality of the urine varied with the 
intensity of the attacks—at one time of a 
healthy straw colour, at another turbid and 
mucose. His habit of body, like most of 
the glass-house workmen, was thin; he 
was pale, and in appearance emaciated. He 
collected some of the small concretions 
which he had formerly voided. They were 
of various sizes, from a pin-head to a pea. 
He had not for several months passed any 
at all, though his sufferings had increased 
much, 

My friend Dr. Clanny being aware of 


{not exceed three minutes, and did not 
|seem to cause any pain to the patient. A 
| vote of thanks to Mr. Costello was passed 
| by acclamation, in which the patient was 
| observed to join very cordially, tundans ter- 
lram pede. After this brilliant operation, 
| Turnbull returned to his home on foot,” 

The bladder in this case was capacious 
}and healthy. The calculus was no bigger 
than a peach-stone ; it was easily reduced, 
| The debris were voided within forty-eight 
hours, and he returned to his work. 

A success of this kind—and lithotrity may 
now boast of a good number of such cases— 
is calculated to give rise to cheering re- 
flections in the minds of persons affected 
with this cruel malady. Litbotrity, which, 
in its infancy, it was affirmed, could be 
ouly applicable to simple cases, has ex- 
tended its beneficent influence over the 
| disease even in its severest forms. But 
|the case just narrated shows in a strong 
| light its efficacy, and, if I may so speak, its 
| innocnity, under similar circumstances. In- 
|deed it cannot be too strongly impressed 
| upon the minds of sufferers of this class, 


my intended journey to Edinburgh, in-| that it is only when they hasten wisely 
formed me that Mr, Smithson had this pa-| and in time to have recourse to this opera- 
tient under his care, and requested that / | tion, that we shall cease to see those altera- 


would take Sunderland in my way. To 
this I gladly consented, as I felt anxious to 
afford the medical gentlemen of that neigh- 
bourhood an opportunity of forming an 
opinion of the new method, by an actual 
inspection of the operative process. Upon 
my arrival in Sunderland, Mr. Smithson im- 
mediately placed the patient under my care, 
and invitations were sent to the members of 
the profession in Newcastle, Durham, and 
the neighbouring towns, to be present at the 
operation. In consequence, on the appoint- 
ed day, the attendance at the Sunderland 
Infirmary was numerous beyond all prece- 
dent. There could be not less than one 
hundred medical practitioners present on 
the occasion ; amongst whom were, Drs. 
Clanny, Brown, Ogden, M‘Whirter, and 
Smith; Messrs. Moore, Green, Greenhow, 
Baird, Smithson, M‘Intyre, Xc. 

The following account of the operation 
Was given by one of the gentlemen present 


| tions of organs, that breaking up of general 
health, which renders doubtful the success, 
{not only of lithotrity, but of every other 
curative method. 


case 2 OF LITHOTRITY, 


SHOWING ITS GENERAL APPLICABILITY. 

In contrast with the above case, I shall 
place another, which, for the intensity of 
symptoms and sufferings, I have rarely seen 
equalled. On the 19th of January 1829, 
I was requested by Mr. O'Grady, surgeon 
to the British Embassy at Paris, to see a 
compatriot who was in extreme torture. 
All his symptoms were indicative of the 
existence of stone in the bladder. We 
sounded him, and ascertained that such was 
the fact. The patient, Mr. J. V. Batley, a 
man of keen sensibility, high moral courage, 
a poet and painter of talent, was then in the 
twenty-eighth year of his sge, and the 
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tenth of his sufferings. He gave the fol- | He was, however, still far from being in a 


lowing history of his case. His habits at| favourable state for the operation of litho- 
school were different from those of other | trity; and although my friend M. Civiale en- 
hoys; he could not join in their youthful couraged him to it, he would by no means 
sports ; his inability arose from his liability | submit to the cutting operation. I was 
upon active exertion to pain in the region! much embarrassed by his refusal, for, on the 
of the loins, in the pelvis, and upper part | one band, I felt loath to compromise, the 
of the thighs. After he was taken from | new method by a failure, while on the other, 
school, his sufferings became more acute I was uowilling to abandon to despair, and 
and frequent. He then lived at Camden to a certain and painful death, a fellow- 
Town, and could rarely walk beyond the | being, for whom there still existed a chance 
next street. A sedentary contemplative | of recovery, even though slight. He, there- 
life was forced on him. His general health | fore, agreed to persist in the use of the 
suffered, and to this circumstance he attri- means already beneficially employed, to 
buted his remsining in ignorance of the wait for greater improvement, and then to 
nature of his complaint ; for whenever he| proceed in our attempts with all the pru- 
sought advice, he spoke of his debilitated dence and precaution possible. A mild and 
stomach, his palpitating heart, or his af-| more nourishing diet was permitted, and 
fected lungs, &c. The issue of one of those the quinine and camphor mixture was 
consultations excited some suspicion of the ordered. By these means strength was in 
real nature of the case. After detailing his | some degree restored; the slow fever dis- 
symptoms, and stating his horror of exer- | appeared, and although the urine was still 
tion, his medical adviser told him he must | muco-purulent, and voided nine or ten 
master his disinclination in this respect, | times in a night, the patient seemed to 
adding, if he was a hewer of wood or a have obtained all the advantage we could 
drawer of water, he would be relieved from expect from dietetic and medical care. 
his complaints. On this he took courage,) Towards the latter end of April, at the 
rovided himself with an axe, and took to ardent desire of the patient, the operation 
ewing wood. Placing a block before him, was begun. I used « large-sized lithotrite, 
he aimed a blow at it; but with whatever armed with a divided drill capable of at- 
violence it fell upon the block, the blow | tacking the stone on a surface of eight or 
seemed to tell with tenfold force within his nine lines in diameter. The stone was 
pelvis. This seemed very odd. He re- | fully the size of a hen’s egg, and required 
nounced his new calling, and took to the|the entire expansion of the branches to 
easel, The air of France was recommended, | seize it. The pain of its application was 
and thither he went. The journey in-/|less than might have been expected. The 
creased his miseries, and for several months | utmost gentleness was used, but the sitting 
after he could scarcely craw! out of his room. | could not be prolonged bey ond three minutes. 
When I first saw him, his appearance was | M. Civiale, whom | had so often served in 
haggard ; his sleep broken by frequent | that capacity, was my assistant on this oc- 
micturition, accompanied by the most in-/|casion. Both he and the patient were de- 
tense pain in the neck of the bladder, and | lighted at so happy a commencement. I, 
in the passage, and a burning sensation at | however, relaxed nothing of the caution 
its orifice ; the urine was muco-purulent, | with which I had hitherto proceeded. A 
and excessively offensive; the fever was | second sitting was held ten days after. On 
almost constant, with evening exacerba-/ this occasion I employed my shoulder-drill 
tions, and sweatings towards morning ; the, with the best effect. My reason for not 
digestive functions were disordered, and | making use of the divided-drill on a large 
the bowe!s constipated. He complained and friable stone like this was, that as the 
greatly of a sense of weight in the fun- | time of sitting was necessarily short for the 
dament, and of the descent of the gut when’ patient's sake, I had found that too much 
he made water; acute pains were also felt | of it must be consumed in the adjustment 
in the abdomen, pressure on this region or of its mechanism. This consideration, 
on the hypogaster was insupportable. Cys | joined to the want of solidity on those drills, 
titis and peritonitis were present. No notwithstanding certain improvements | 
Operation could be safely attempted under had afterwards made in them, has since in- 
the circumstances, The patient was de- duced meto renounce the use of them altoge- 
clining into a state of marasm. These | ther. After another interval of six days, dur- 
symptoms were combated by local bleeding | ing which the patient was able towalk alittle 
and bathing, emollient cataplasms, opiate |in the garden, another sitting took place, 
suppositories, mucilaginous drinks, jellies, | which was at his own desire prolonged to 
conium, ext. humuli, &c. &c. In the| five minutes; the stone was now in frag- 
course of two months, a degree of ameliora-| ments, and the portions voided amounted 
tion had been obtained, which allowed him|to somewhat more than half an ounce. 
to be removed afew miles into the country. | From this time forward he slept better, his 
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appetite improved, the urine was less am- | cases were considered unfit for its applica- 
moniaca) and voided at longer invervals. A | tion, in which, had it been cautiously tried, 
few days after this sitting, pain was felt in | it would have been successful. I yielded 
the spermatic chord, and the left testicle to this gentleman's entreaties to employ 
began to swell. I ordered leeches, sus- | lithotrity, first because be resolutely refused 
pensory bandage, and confinement on a| to submit to the cutting operation, which in 
sofa, for he had been imprudent in the his case presented but slender chances of 
newly-recovered use of his legs, and had success; and secondly, because, although I 
walked too much. In a fortnight these | was not sanguine as to the success, I was 
symptoms had disappeared. Another sitting | satisfied that, with proper precautions, the 
now took place. ts result was most abun- | application of the instrument, eveu suppos- 
dant ; there was no reaction of any kind, | ing that it had not the desired result, would 






either on the testis or chord. It was now 
evident that the stone no longer acted with 
any degree of irritation on the bladder, and 
that in the direct ratio of the comminution 
of the stone, did the mitigation of all the 
symptoms follow. He could now walk 
about with ease, and even run, which he 
used to do in an exulting manner; his flesh 
and colour returned ; he could make water 
without pain, but still the flow of it was 
subject to interruption. ‘Two more sittings 
were held, the labour of which consisted 
principally in crushing the fragments. The 
patient had now become so accustomed to 
the action of the instrument that he seemed 
rather to desire than dread its application. 
He returned to town, and resumed his oc- 
cupations. At this juncture | came to Lon- 
don, and the remaining fragments were re- 
moved by my esteemed colleague M. Ci- 
viale. Shortly after Mr. Batley wrote to 
me in these words: “I am relieved from 
my encumbrance. Since your departure, 
Dr. Civiale has removed the remaining frag- 
ments. 
and declared me to be cured ; indeed | fee! 
so. The unpleasant sensations and pain 
that 1 have daily felt during the space of 
ten years have ceased. I might sing Nunc 
dimittis, I ought to be on my knees thank- 
ing Heaven for the enjoyment I feel in not 
suffering. It is indeed to me a new exist- 
ence,” &e. Most of the English medical 
practitioners of Paris were present at this 
operation. Drs. M*‘Logblin, 
O’Grady, Grayson of New York, Jones, 
Yonge, Morgan, Roche, &c. Xc. 


Remarks. 


These two cases, which I have designedly 
placed together, will suggest many useful 
reflections. 
type of the facility and freedom from pain 
with which a small stone is removed from a 
healthy bladder, and as an incentive to an 
early application for relief; the second will 
serve to show the almost indefinite extent 
of the applicability of the new method. 
From what I have since seen of the good 
effects of patience, and a well-directed me- 
dical treatment in triumphing over diffi- 
culties presumed insurmountable, I am satis- 
fied that in the infancy of lithotrity many 


He sounded me a few days since, | 


Boyton, | 


The first will offer itself as a| 


not aggravate his position. 





REPORT 
Or THE 
RISE, PROGRESS, AND DECLINE, 

Or THE 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA 
AMONGST THE SOLDIERS OF THE 
SIXTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT, 


} AT CLARE CASTLE, IRELAND. 











To the Editor of Tue Lawcer. 


Sir,—I take the liberty of transmitting 
to you a series of reports illustrative of the 
rise, progress, and decline of the cholera in 
the 68th regiment. 

The reports are voluminous, but the facts 
| which they authenticate are so important, 
} and are detailed with so much intelligence, 
| accuracy, and spirit, that I could not deny 
| myself the gratification of sending you the 
joriginals for your perusal, and leaving to 
| you (who can so well perform it) the task of 
| compressing them into such a compass as 
may enable you to give them publicity 
through the medium of your valuable jour- 
nal, 








1 have the honour, to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Puitie Crampton, 
Surgeon-General to the Forces in Ireland. 
Merrion Square, Dublin, 
Aug. 25th, 1832. 








INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY TIE FDITOR, 


The reports are 22 in number, com- 
|mencing on the 9th of June, and ending on 
the 3rd of July, 1832, extending over about 
80 folio pages of paper. They are, with 
the exception of one report (made by Mr. 
Reid, the surgeon of the regiment), drawn 
up by Dr. Richard Williams, the assistant- 
surgeon of the 68th, on whom the duty 
devolved in consequence of the illness and 
subsequent death of Surgeon Reid, Dr. 
Williams being afterwards promoted to 
the vacant post. The first report is dated 











682 DR. WILLIAMS’S REPORTS OF THE CHOLERA IN THE é8t1 


from the “ hali-billet station,” Ennis, At 
this place a detachment of the regiment was 
quartered, and here the disease first ap- 
peared. ‘The remainder of the reports were 
written at Clare Castle, close by, in 
which the barracks of the regiment are 
situated, and where the disease appeared in 
two or three days after its irruption am 

the civilians and troops ut Ennis. The care 
of the Clare Castle Hospital devolved on 


for the last fortnight, and had Dr. Williams 
to assist me.” On the following day Mr. 
Reid died of cholera, and the superintend- 
ance of the future cases thence fell on Dr, 
Williams. The cholera now appeared 
among the troops in Clare Castle, where a 
regimental cholera hospital was established, 
and from which place Dr. Williams had on 
| the 12th of June to report 15 cases, 

Clare Castle is situated upon a small 





Dr. Williams, and the present history re-| island in the Fergus, an arm of the Shan- 
lates to the progress of the disease among | non, and is surrounded on all sides by mud, 
the troops therein residing, An occasional | the tide running underneath the Castie. A 
table of the disease as it prevailed around | more prejudicial locality could hardly be 
this spot, accompanies the other documents, | found. Even water fit to drink is not to be 
but it will be unnecessary to notice them | obtained for the soldiers residing in it, 
further than to say, that the report from the without sending half a mile from the Cas- 
troops at Ennis on the 12th day, gives 159| tle. In the present instance the men, “ in 
cases and 73 deaths, 23 cases still remain-| many instances reckless of consequences, 
ing under treatment. The contrast between drank the water of the Fergus when the 
the results of the practice there and at Clare | tide was out.” It is further to be observed, 
Castle, will ultimately be seen to be very that the barracks were completely filled with 
considerable ; but there can be little sur- | troops, and that the rooms are very small, 
prise at the fact when we find it stated in and incapable of being well ventilated. 
one of the earlier reports, that out of nine Even the room appropriated for the hospi- 
physicians in Ennis, Dr. Silver (attached tal would only contain 24 persons, and the 
to the regiment) was the only one who windows of it opened on the worst part of 
would attend a cholera patient. In fact, the swamp around the Castle ; on mention- 
out of 72 village cases, 70 died. Several of ing which, Dr. Williams observes on the 
the physicians left the town from fear, and 18th June, *‘ 1 really observe a tendency 
others decidedly refused their attendance to collapse when the tide is out.” 
either on the military orcivilians, forany| ‘‘ It is worthy of consideration, that 
remuneration whatever. So great was the cholera made its appearance in this castle a 
dread of cholera, too, amongst the people, | short time after un immense quantity of old, 
that the contractors for removing the con- filthy, dirty, and execrable stores were re- 
tents of the dirt or ash-holes at Clare Cas-| moved from the store-rooms for the pur- 
tle, could not obtain men to go near it. pose of survey and sale.” Amongst these 
Premising thus much, we proceed to, Dr. Williams particularly noticed ‘‘ a quan- 


make an abstract of the reports. 


—ew 


ABSTRACT. 


| tity of mops and handles, which when worn 
!out bad been placed in store, impregnated 
with everything that was dirty, got dry, and 


The first case of cholera which appear- thus became a concentrated focus of the most 
ed in the 68th, occurred on the 8th of filthy kind, and which at the moment of 
June 1852, in asoldier, who was attacked | writing the report (13th of June), con- 
suddenly, and fell on the ground, while on|taminates the atmosphere. The only plan 
parade. He was instantly removed to a that occurs to me (continues Dr. Williams) 
small room in the half-billet station house to stop this awful pestilence, is to evacuate 
in Ennis, and placed in bed. He recovered the Castle in tote, and to put the men in 
under the following treatment :—An emetic | houses in the vicinity. The village of 
of grs. xl of ipecacuanha with 1 gr. tart., Ennis, separated only by a bridge, has not 
antim. was first administered. In fifteen’a single case init. 1 propose the evacua- 
minutes a second grain of tart. antim. was/ tion of the barrack, therefore, as I would 
given, and hot flannels were applied to the suggest the quitting a house that was on 
stomach and extremities. Full vomiting |fire. Amongst the old stores, | notice a 
was induced. The turpentine enema was| vast collection of old blankets, rags, and 
then thrown up, and cal. 3j with grs. x | sheets, in a state of decay from remaining 
conf, opii were mixed and given. Full de- | so long in store, and from jong use previous 
jections followed ; the heat and pulse were to their condemnation. The soldiers in the 
increased, and the patient was convalescent | Castle were employed im cutting and tear- 


next day. 

June 9. Five cases among the men and 
two among the women occurred this day, 
These cases were reported by Surgeon Reid, 
who, while writing down the details, added 
to hie letter, “1 have been very unwell 


ing these old articles into pieces ; and, al- 
together, I am inclined to attribute the 
great number of cases proportionate to the 
number of individuals, to the rest of the 
‘rubbish which has been so recently un- 





| Keanelled. The mass is of three years col- 
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lection. I have recommended that every | veins, has been tried at Limerick (whither 
ies of dirt be instantly thrown into the) Dr. Williams went some short time previous 
corn to be carried away by the tide.”* | tostudy the disease), and has proved a total 
The practice of Dr, Williams is thus de- | failure in every case, so tlat I do not pro- 
scribed by him in the report of the 12th of | pose to attempt it. I have given the sul- 
June. ‘It consists, principally, with oc- | phate of quinine in good old sherry to con- 
casional variation, in giving an emetic of | valescents labouring under debility, par- 
50 grs. of ipecac. immediately on admission. | ticularly to old drunkards, of whom we have 
If circumstances admit I bleed. After the | a tolerably large share, the result of our 
feet are warmed by dry heat, sinapisms of residence in Canada, As I only take three 
mustard and ol. terebinth are applied to|teaspoonfuls of sherry per diem myself, 
the stomach, spine, and feet. When spasms | and that only during periods of incessant 
attack the calves of the legs, sinapisms are | fatigue (the duties of Dr. Williams were 
spplied to them after they have been freely | excessive, preventing opportunities for 
rubbed with strong volatile liniment in| sleep for nights together), 1 am able, with 
which the tisct., lytte is an ingredient. |a good conscience, to express my abhor- 
I next proceed to give calomel in scruple | rence to the men of that execrable mixture 
doses every hour at guatuor vices. In the | called ‘* whiskey punch,” at this period of 
interim an enema with ol. teribinth. 3ij danger. * * * The hospital nurse has 
and sulph. soda 3ij is thrown up. The just complained, and has had her emetic. 
extremities are rubbed perseveringly with | L almost attribute her attack to a deviation 


the vol. liniment, and when spasm and cold 


are urgent, with ol. terebinth. made hot. As | 


patients are apt to throw their hands out 
of the bed, I bandage them with flannel, 


and friction is continued over the bandages. | key punch. 


from my directions on the subject of liquor. 
| allowed her a glass of sherry twice a dav, 
but yesterday, suffering from fatigue, she 


‘took a tumbler of my abhorrence, hot whis- 


1 saw cholera in her eye, and 


In irritability of stomach, 1 give soda water , mentioned it, 


with opium, and in collapse, brandy is 
added to these. In collapse, stimulants 
of various kinds are employed, capsicum, 
spts. ammon., aromat., brandy, &c. 


I hear of no recovery at the village of 


| Clare, thecollapse there isso immediate after 
| the first appesrance of purging and vomit- 


ing. Of thirteen cases twelve are already 


June 17. By this time 81 cases had oe- | dead. We exploded a good deal of gun- 
curred, when an order arrived for the eva- | powder in the small and confined quadrangle 
cuation of the Castle, and the encampment | of the castle, where, from being surrounded 
of the regiment on the highest and driest | hy bizh building, no circulation of air can 





piece of ground in the neighbourhood. 
Directions were accordingly issued that 
the troops should remove with every article 
of dress, Xc. in a perfectly clean state, 
taking none of the bedding hitherto in use, 
new or clean blankets being issued. The 
hospital at Clare Castle, however, was s'il! 
preserved for the admission and treatment 
of al! cases that might occur. The effect 
of the removal was very salutary on the 
troops, amongst whom great despondency 
prevailed. The promptitude and rapidity 
with which the tents were conveyed, and 
the whole migration was effected, inspired 
them all with courage and good spirits. 

In his report of the 17th June, Dr. Wil- 
liams writes,—*‘ 1 have abandoned the use 
of the lancet, the collapse beicg so rapid, 
and attended with such a total loss of pulse, 
arising probably from our low situation, A 
serjeant admitted at nine this morning, col- 
lapsed in less than an hour. When the 
spasms continue, 1 remove the sinapisms 
from the spine, and apply blisters. The 
plan of injecting saline solutions into the 


* While the clerk was recording these facts at 
the dictation of Dr. Williams, he was seized with 
diarrhea, and was obliged to be conveyed to the 
cholera hospital, 














take place, I advised this, as the explo- 
sions, if they have no other effect, at least 
change the atmosphere, and the men and 
women, moreover, have a great opinion of 
the plan.” 


18. All the men slept under canvass 
last night. The ground was so well se- 
lected, that they were all perfectly dry. 
The whole ground beneath the tents, how- 
ever, was boarded, as a precautionary mea- 
sure, and an additional blanket was given out 
in lieu of sheets. A car and horse are 
kept at the camp to be in momentary readi- 
ness to convey cases to the hospital at the 
Castle. At the same time, all convalescents 
from the hospital are ordered to perform 
a quarantine of ten days at a short distance 
from the healthy tents, before rejoining 
them, ‘ents are appropriated for that pur- 
pose. 

19. No deaths amongst the men yester- 
day. The cases at present do not present 
so malignant an aspect as they have done. 
«1 am just called to Colonel Cross (the 
colonel of the regiment), whose exertions 
have predisposed him to an attack. Ie has 
taken an emetic, his stomach is tranquil. 
I have commenced with the calomel, and at 
present 1 see nothing unfavourable about 
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bim.” The cases up to this day are 104; consideration, for which we bave every ad- 
deaths 18 ; recovered and discharged, 47. | vantage.” Total cases to this date, 114. 
20. The disease on the decline. Only 22%.* No case of cholera during the whole 
two soldiers admitted from the camp, and of yesterday. Diarrbwa, from damp, came 
only nineteen soldiers now in the hospital. on in three cases, but the dejections were 
But one death the day previous, and he a yellow; they occurred in persons who had 
great drunkard,—one who, in Canada, drank been convalescents in quarantine ; the day 
upon the average, probably, about aquart of was one of continued heavy rain. ‘* In 
ardent spirits a day. “ In the tent the two cases, typhus has succeeded to cholera, 
cleanliness of the people is strictly attended with delirium, One of these cases is doing 
to, particularly as regards the feet of men, well; of the other 1 cannot speak favour- 
women, and children. I have advised, on ably. A fresh detachment arriving, more 
the score of diet, that the coffee shall have tents have become necessary; but new 
more milk than usual, and that the milk be ground for them must be bad, or there will 
boiled for the morning and evening repasts, be no room in the present field for exercise 
muking, in fact, café au lait, which is highly or amusement.” The adjoining field should 
nutritious, the more especially as the cows be hired, or we shall have to use the lower 
are milked in the adjoining field. Break- part of the bill, which gradually terminates 
fasts to be partuken of at seven. I have in wet ground, from the overflowing of a 
also strongly advocated that excellent dish spring of water. The great object appears 
called ‘ Irish stew.’ Colonel Cross much to me to be to keep the tents upon the 
better. The calomel bas touched his mouth. crown of the hill, and not to let them be 
His death would have paralysed us. As it too crowded. As we descend, the situation 
is, { think the effect will be good, by show- | for tents proportion»tely deteriorates.” The 
ing the men that their officers are equally | report of the 25th of June says, ‘‘ I fear we 
exposed to this sad malady with themselves, shall not be able to obtain another field, 
I look with dread to the admission of de- the Rev. Mr. Young having refused the 
tachments of troops into the camp, who request of the Major General. In this 
have passed through infected places. Sen-|case we shall be rather crowded.” The 
tries are open to bribery like other men, terror from which this refusal probably 
and a single man, woman, or child, straying | arose, was, as before intimated, universal 
into our camp from the quarantine ground amongst the civilians, as may be further 
(which is in the same field) might be fatal | judged from the following report. 
tous. No subject hangs so much upon my) 24. A case occurred yesterday at Six- 
mind as this,” | Mile-Bridge (a short distance from the 
** In cases of alarm, or depression, I find camp), in a detachment, two fatal cases 
immense advantage from giving three or having happened among the inhabitants five 
four grains of quinine in a glass of sherry.” | days before. ‘The remaining men of the de- 
21. Amongst all the convalescents, men, | tachment were all removed to quarantine 
women, and children, who have remained ground, leaving one man only to tend on 
ten days in quarantine before joining the the cholera patient, ‘ to whom the inhabit- 
general camp, not a single instance of re-| ants refused all supplies of food; tea, &c., 
lapse has occurred. ‘* One woman (the having to be made for him at the inn.” 
wife of a serjeant) having violated the’ Even the medical practitioner, ‘‘ afraid of 
quarantine regulations, which confine the|coming in contact with the disease, posi- 
convalescents within a certain limit, has tively refused to attend the case.”” One 
heen expelled the camp altogether. With-|case of cholera was admitted yesterday in 
out an example of this sort, we should have | the Castle Hospital from the camp, as also 
the wives and children of the soldiers stray- | were two cases from the Six-Mile-Bridge 
ing in every direction. Twochildren, whom! quarantine tents, ‘‘ We have three very 
I met on the road out of the limit, I have| severe cases of typhus, one of which I 
punished by putting with their parents into | fear will prove fatal.” All the cases of 
a part of the quarantine limits separate | consecutive fever have been exceedingly 
from the rest for four days.” Colonel’ severe, the head being much affected. 
Cross is free from all symptoms of cholera,| 25. Yesterday one case from the general 
though labouring apparently under disease} camp, and one from the Six-Mile-Bridge 
of the lungs. ‘ As for the camp, it has|ground. The detachment from the latter 
changed a scene of the greatest depression, place is now gone to the general camp. 
melancholy, and despair, into one of cheer-| The house at the Six-Mile-Bridge where 
fulness and happiness. A hospital tent’ the sick case was left, “ was yesterday sur- 
has been prepared, with boards and tressels, | 
for the reception of common cases. The! * Dr. Williams, in the report of this date, ac- 
occurrence of two days of brilliant weather, | Knowledges his appointment as = to the 


has enabled the women to wash every arti-| regiment; the netiGcntion A Eh a 
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DR. SHUTE ON COLD WATER IN CHOLERA, 


rounded by 100 men with straw, probably | 
intending to burn the dwelling; but they INTERN AL ADMINISTRATION OF 
were overawed by the police. The medical | ' : pa 
practitioner, from his great alarm, still re-|} COLD W ATER, EXCLUSIVELY, 
fuses to go to any case of cholera.” 

27. All the cases doing well. ‘It is 
worthy of observation, that the servants of | THIRD, OR COLLAPSE STAGE, 
officers have particularly suffered.*  Ser- 
vants generally live in offensively dirty 
apartments. They are allowed to be outof MALIGNANT CHOLERA. 
mess, and are in consequence badly and . 
irregularly dieted, and the money which, By Hanpwicke Suute, M.D., Gloucester. 
should be appropriated to wholesome nu- 
trition is often expended in administering to 


IN THE 


or 


Being an Abstract of Two Memorials addressed 


their vices. In this way they are more) " the Central Board of Health, London, 
particularly predisposed to disease.” | August 21st and 25th, 1832. 
28. But two cases in bed. The whole, —_— 
barrack to be well scoured and white-washed.; Gerntriemex,—lIt is stated in your eir- 
“« The generous diet, particularly the café- cular, dated 9th August 1832, that in the 
au-lait, at breakfust and supper, bas contri- | third stage of cholera, there is but little 
buted to the well-being of the men, and left reason for hope. I request your particular 
less money for ardent spirits.” ‘attention to a plan of treatmeut which I 
29, The car for conveying corpses is have found succeed in twelve consecutive 
dismissed from the camp. Only a simple cases in which my directions were strictly 
case of disorder brought to the hospital, | adhered to. 
and that wasacase of colica, fromeating un-| My attention was very early directed to 
ripe crab-apples, which abound around the | the fact, that most decided injury was done 
camp. Two or three more such cases oc-| by the administration of brandy or alcohol 
curred within the week. Several beds,|in any form, or even of stimulant emetics, 
which were saturated with the alvine de- | where they were retsined, as frequently 
jections of the patients, have been burned. | happened in the advanced stage of collapse. 
July 1. The men never looked better. | | was most forcibly struck with the marked 
3. Notacase left. Thedisease not yet | analogy which exists between the collapse 
terminated in Clare itself. About 96 per- of cholera and the impaired vital energy 
sons went from Clare a few cays since to a| which results from starvation or excessive 
large house in the neighbourhood, where|cold. Now it is an established fact iu the- 
they attacked a puncheon of whi-key, and | rapeutics, that the administration of a stimu- 
have since lived in a most disorderly man- | lus, disproportioned in strength or extent to 
ner. Cholerain a very malignant form has} the impaired vital energy of the system, is 
in consequence appeared amongst them.|certuin death. ‘The treatment which | have 
«* The disease having left the troops, I need | adopted in the second and third stages of 
no longer trouble the Director-General with | cholera, is founded on the analogy already 
a daily report.” |mentioned, and on the general principle, 
that the greater the sinking of the vital 


Total from the Commencement. , : 
| powers, the greater is the necessity of with- 


Officers .... Bs “ es — | drawing all kind of stimulus. The circum- 
Soldiers ..c<.oc. 96 0-..18 | Stance which particularly directed my at- 
Women ......00 17 ccc. 1 ‘tention to the remedy | employ was the 
Children .....0 7 oo.. 2 | thirst, the inordinate desire for cold water 
Te A aativwaione |almost exclusively. I shall therefore state, 

Total 199 28 lthat the allowance of cold water which, in 


|the most marked cases of recovery, was 
| taken to the extent of some gullons in a few 
' hours, 1s the circumstance to which | desire 

* “ The following statement will show the! to call your attention, I add to this the 
number of those attacked and the resalt. | ubstraction of all kinds of stimulus, external 


ae —_— < — — o ey land internal, even to the exclusion of fric- 
‘The carves of Major North .. Recovered, tion, or the application of heat in any form. 
Ditto Leeut. Flint ++ Recovered. = 
) Jieut. Graham .. Died. , 
—_ eee LM ll * These documents reached us too late this week 
The f male-servant of ditto .. Recovered, | to admit of our publishing them entire in our pre- 
The servant of the Adjutant .. Recovered, | sent No. We may state, however, for the satisiac- 
Ditto Lieut. Hill .. In Hosp. tion of our readers, tuat not a single line has been 
The first mess waiter .. .. Died. omitted in the abstract which is material to the 
The meesessk .. . .. Recovered, | purpose of the ingenious, patient, and humane 
The second mess waiter 4. Recovered.” — —Ep. L. 


Ricuarp WitiaMs, 
Surgeon, 68th Regiment. 
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The number of cases, 1 think, is not too|the stomach without diminution (to use 
few to justify 1 more extensive trial of the | the most cautious term ) of the vital energy ; 
plan proposed. My observations apply to | 2d, that cold so applied has a manifest 
the second, and particularly to the third | tendency to check the exudation of serum, 
stage of cholera, ‘* when the pulse at the which characterizes the disease ; 3d, the 
wrist has ceased, or become almost imper-| acknowledged good effects of vomiting ; 
ceptible.” | 4th, the probable good effect of the fluid 
The windows of the apartments, at the absorbed from the stomach in restoring the 
Cholera Hospital in Gloucester, ore large fluidity of the blood ; Sth, the great im- 
and numerous in proportion to the size of portance of the arterial circtlation being 
the room, and the door which opens im- restored as gradually as possible, and the 
mediately into the garden, is seldom shut. | fact of convalescence taking place without 
The windows are open day and night, so | the cousecutive fever. 
that the patient may be considered as living| August 21st. 
in the open air, and the fire is kept so low | 
as not to influence the temperature of the | 
room. The covering of the patient iscon-| The first case in which the water prac- 
fined to alight blanket or rug; and it sel-| tice was tried, and proved successful, oc- 
dom happens that some part of the patient, | curred about six weeks ago, svon after the 
particularly the breast and shoulders, is not , appearance of the disease in this city. In the 
constantly exposed. Under these circum- four first cases which came under my notice, 
stances, a pint of cold water is offered to internal and external stimulants were li- 
the patient, and very frequently two-thirds , berally administered. The mustard emetic 
of this are taken at a draught. In what | | and bleeding were also had recourse to, and 
consider the most favourable cases, vomiting | every patient died. In these four cases | 
is almost immediately produced, and the | had observed that thirst was a prominent 
patient in two or three minutes again calls | symptom ; and in one instance, when the 
fur, and eagerly drinks, the same quantity, patient was unconscious of everything, I 
with the same results. This is often con-|was much struck with an earnestly ex- 
tinued for hours, until gallons of water have pressed desire that no fire should be made 
been taken, and the greatest proportion, but |in the room; directions to that effect 
1 conceive not all, is rejected. In other cases having been given in her hearing. 
the patient is too imsensible to ask for| Soon after this, 1 was requested by a 
water; and under these circumstances, it} medical gentleman of this city to visit one 
is offered every ten minutes or quarter of an | of his patients, a female, aged 15. It was 
hour, and most commonly drunk with avi- | a marked case of collapse. (Many remedial 
dity. If gruel or tea be offered, the patient | means were tried in vain.) | left the house 
most frequently refuses it; and, generally | with the impression that our patient would 
speaking, no kind of nutriment is taken in | aot survive many hours. Ilaving reflected 
any form until the period of convalescence, | upon the case, and feeling anxious, if pos- 
In the first six or eight hours no amendment | sible, to give some relief, | returaed in the 
ean be observed. In the next six oreight | course of an hour, and ordered some very 
hours there is some diminution of intensity | strong green tea to be made, with the inten- 
in the purple hue of the extremities, Injtion of giving it to an unlimited extent. 
the next six or eight hours there is a| Whi'st the tea was in preparation I pre- 
manifest improvement in the countenance | sented about a pint of cold water to relieve 
of the patient, and increased disposition to | the thirst, which was urgent. There was 
sleep. In some cases the pulse has not} at that time no improvement in the symp- 
been perceptible for twenty-four or thirty-|toms. The greater portion of the water 
six hours. From this period the pulse, the | was drunk with avidity, and almost imme- 
animal heat, and the secretions, are very | diately rejected. A few minutes after, the 
gradually restored ; and at the end of forty- | water was asked for, and drunk with the 
eight hours, on the third day from the com- | same result. Having witnessed a continued 
mencement of the plan of treatment pro- | repetition of this process for half an hour, 
posed, the patient is convalescent; and in| without any symptoms of increased collapse, 
all cases without consecutive fever, I men-| and with the satisfactory circumstance of 
tion these circumstances particularly, in/a change in the voice, which had been 
order that the practitioner may not be im- | strongly characteristic of the disease, I left 
patient : he should make not the least altera | the patient, with directions that cold water 
tion in the plan laid down, as long as the| should be given to any extent which she 
patient is merely not getting worse. might desire. The tea wae refused as soon 
I cannot now refrain from briefly sug-!as tasted. 1 was informed the next morm- 
gesting, 1st, the importance of knowing, |ing that she had tuken the water to the 
that in the collapsed stage of cholera, cold | extent, as it was imagined, of some gallons, 


may be extensively applied to the coats of jens had been sick after each draught; but 
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OF CHOLERA.—FRICTION IN CHOLERA. 


had not asked for the water, or been sick, 
for the last hour. The window which 
opened immediately upon the bed, was un- 
closéd, and had been so, I was ioformed, 
the whole of the night. At this time there 
was no perceptible pulse, or increase of 
animal temperature, but the countenance 
was, I thought, somewhat improved. 
The same plan was continued. In the 
evening the pulse was perceptible. On 
the following morning reaction was esta- 
blished, and in two days from that period 


the patient was convalescent without fever. | 


Soon after this, I met another medical 
gentleman, who was quite in despair; he 
said he had lost seven cases of cholera in suc- 
cession, and bad another who would probably 
die before night; and that he had done 
nothing, merely ordering small doses of 
capsicum with camphor mixture. 1 found 
this patient (a female, wt. 21) in a very 
similar state to the last, and recommended 
the unrestrained use of cold water. The 
next day she was better, and on the follow- 
ing day I found her restored, but with too 
much excitement; beer and cider, as well 
as cold water, having been, through the pre- 
judice of the attendant, very freely ad- 
ministered. She was perfectly restored in 
a few days. 

This practice has been adopted by other 
medical gentlemen, in one instance to my 
knowledge ; and I have reason to think in 
another ; but in some modified form ; in both 
instances originating in my suggestion. 
The gentleman with whom I attended the 
second case already mentioned, has favoured 
me with the following letter :— 

“ My dear Sir,—It is with much pleasure 1 here 
enumerate the cases of cholera which have come 
under my notice since you suggested the cold-water 
treatment; upon the success ot which I beg to offer 

ou my mst sincere congratulations, and doubt not 
ut the sane beneficial effects which I have wit 
nessed will be generally experienced when the 
practice has become more frequently adopted. I 
remain, your sincere and obliged friend, 
* CHarces CLurreaBuck. 

* Gloucester, Aug. 25, 1832.” 

A.B. (the names are given in Mr, Clatterback’s 
letter), female, age 20 (the young woman you saw 
with me), having drunk freely of cold water, re- 
covered in afew days; able to go to her usual em- 
ployinent, 

B. C., male, boot-maker, age 2!, a very hard 
érinker ; took one dose of an aromatic mixture ; 
drank freely of cold water, and could not be pre- 
vailed pon to taste his mixture afterwards ; r- 
fectly recovered im a few days, to the great astonish - 
ment of his friends, 


C. D., male, age 5 years. A very severe case. 


This child drank, during the night, nearly three | 
gallons of cold water, and was convalescent, but is | 


now suffering from a severe attack of fever. 

D. E., female, age 34. The same pian of treat- 
ment, and was convalescent in a few days. 

E. F., male, age 32. Treated upon the same 
plan, and convalescent in a few days, 

My experience, subsequent to the cases 
mentioned, has been almost confined to the | 
Cholera Hospital here, which was opened J 
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fortnight since under my superintendance, 
with the assistance of a resident apothecary. 
The four patients sent to the hospital on the 
first day, not then under my care, were all 
corpses the next morning. Since that pe- 
riod, of 48 cases there have been 20 dis- 
charged cured; eight I consider conva- 
lescent; eleven deaths, and nine under 
treatment. Of the deaths, two were obvi- 
ously referable to previous treatment ; three 
were in progress towards recovery, and re- 
lapsed from over exertion while in a state 
of extreme debility ; two were under the 
lage of three years, and died from cerebral 
|congestion ; one was more than fifty years 
|of age; one sixty (the former extremely 
emaciated, from vomiting or disease) ; one 
was so far advanced as almost to have lost 
ithe power of swallowing ; and one, a noto- 
rious drunkard, died with a gin-bottle con- 
cealed about her person, a few hours after 
‘admission into the hospital. The deaths 
cannot, I think, throw any discredit on the 
|practice. Any suggestion from those who 
| are much more conversant with the disease 
than myself, will be received with grati- 
tude, or any question answered to the ut- 
most of my ability. I am, Gentlemen, your 
obedient humble servant, 
Hanowrcke Saute, M.D, 
Gloucester, Aug. 25, 1832. 





Mope or Emproyine Faictrion.—When 
my wife faints, which is miserably often, I 
}do not apply friction in the usual absurd 
|way,—rubbing backwards and forwards, 
| which must alternately check and accele- 
|rate the passage of the blood,—but taking 
| hold of one of her hands with my left-hand, 
11 place the thumb and finger of my right- 
‘hand tight round her wrist, and then pass 
|them them firmly up towards her elbow, 

Having brought them back loosely to the 
wrist, | pass them firmly up again, and 
when I have repeated the operation two or 
three times, sometimes on both arms, | have 
the pleasure of hearing the ejaculation, ** [ 
feel better now.”” When I first had re- 
course to this means of resuscitating my 
lady, she exclaimed instinctively on two dif- 
ferent occasions, without being at all aware 
that 1 had had any particular intention, 
‘Oh! that is what I seem to want,” From 
the invariable and immediate effect of this 
/mode of friction, I flatter myself that it is 
not unworthy the notice of the medical prac- 
| titioner in the friction of cholera patients, 

a process which should be much oftener re- 
, sorted to, and more energetically persisted 
jin, than it generally is. N, G.—Exztract 
froma letter to the Editor, 
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CASE OF 


MALIGNANT CI{OLERA, 
IN WHICH 


FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY OUNCFS OF 
FLUID WERE INJECTED INTO THE 
VFINS WITT SUCCESS. 


By Tuomas Wearneniit, M.D., Liverpool. 


Jouyn Srevenson, Village Place, Clay- 
ton Street, Liverpool, aged 29 years, black- 
smith ; works in an iron-foundry ; is rather 
tall and weil made, of general good health, 
and not addicted to any kind of intemperance, 
but has been, for the last few months, occa- 
sionally troubled with slight pain and irre- 
gularity of the bowels, headache, and sleepi- 


ness, with a continual sense of mental and | 


bodily lassitude ; appetite and strength con- 
siderably impaired. Was seized with the 
malignant cholera when at work on Satur- 
day morning, 18th inst. The disease was 


promptly and vigorously met ; its virulence | 


was subdued in a few hours, and on the 
21st the patient came down-stairs, and took 
dinner with his fumily—eating, among other 
things, a fried egg. 

In the evening of the 2ist inst. he was 
again seized, occasioned no doubt by his 
imprudence, with the complaint, in a most 
sudden and violent manner; the most 
powerful and energetic treatment was im- 
mediately, as before, had recourse to, and 
assiduously kept up during the night, but, 
notwithstanding, the patient continued to 
get worse, and at seven next morning, 
thirteen hours from the second attack, it 
was quite evident he had not long to live 
if something could uot be instantly done to 
arrest the progress of the disease. My ex. 
| seeped in the treatment of this disurder 

us convinced me that the last stage of it, 
the stage of collapse, is not to be restrained 
or controlled by medicine, and 1 had de- 
termined to secure the aid of venous injec- 
tion, as performed by Dr. Latta and others, 
in the first case that might offer. In this 
instance I dissolved 5ij muriat. sede, and 
Dij carb. soda, in half a gallon of warm water 
of the temperature of 112° Fabr.; this mix- 
ture was gradually and cautiously thrown 
into the left basilic vein, instanter, with the 
most happy effect. Relief first showed it- 
self more particularly in the respiration ; it 
was then speedily communicated to the cir- 
culation, heat was evolved, and the whole 
system soon after responded to the opera- 
tion in a manner which clearly proved that 
the patient had obtained signal benefit. 11 
was indeed truly delightful to witness the 
progress, the rapidity, and the extent of 
this relief, as it was developed in the dif- 


DR. WEATHERILL’S CASE OF INJECTION IN CHOLERA. 


| ferent stages of the operation! The relief, 
| however, was transient; in halfan hour he 
| was fust sinking into his former condition, 
The same quantity of the mixture, men- 
tioned above, was again introduced into the 
arm, and the patient quickly revived—he 
was ‘ himself again;” the same rapid 
general improvement was evinced in this 
as took place in the previous operation. 

At ten a.m. (nearly two hours had elapsed 
since the second operation) | found my pa- 
tient in a profuse sweat, extremities cold, 
and in a fearful collapse, Another balf- 
gallon of the mixture was had recourse to, 
and followed by similar benefit as before. 
Soon after (one gallon and a half had now 
been injected into the circulation) the pa- 
tient passed per anum about a quart of pale 
yellowish-coloured watery fluid, of a very 
offensive odour, which contained apparently 
some feces. In ten minutes he passed 
|another of like quantity and character: 
lagain he sweated, everything about him 
was quickly drenched ; he was restless, 
cold, and nearly pulseless. A fourth balf- 
gallon was let into the system; inamoment 
he rallied, again became cheerful, and ex- 
pressed himself quite relieved. 1 remarked 
here that the sweating was suddenly check- 
ed after the process of injection had com- 
menced. He parted with another offensive 
dejection, in all other respects as formerly, 
An enema, composed of one quart of warm 
water, half an ounce of alum, and two 
ounces of the spirits of turpentine, was 
given him; this came away in a few 
minutes, leaving a smarting sensation in 
the bowels, which continued for upwards 
of two hours, and annoyed bim exceed- 
ingly. 

It was necessary to perform venous in- 
jection at 2, at 5, and at 9 o'clock p.m., 
using the same quantity of saline mixture 
as before, at each operation, except at the 
fifth, which contained six pints, making in 
all seven operations, and introducing thirty 
pints of fluid into the system in the space of 
thirteen hours, the pulse becoming steady 
at 10 p.m., beating 100 per minute, a natu- 
ral warmth pervading the whole body, with 
other favourable symptoms which indicated 
pretty clearly that further injection into 
the veins would not be called for, at least 
for the present. 

I ought to state that, at 7 p.m., he took 
ers. v of calomel, and gr. ss. of opium, and 
this dose was repeated every two hours un- 
til seven o'clock next morning; besides, 
nearly two ounces of the strong mercurial 
ointment were rubbed on his lower extre- 
mities. Also, he had an enema of common 
table salt and warm water. He took freely 
of beef-tea and arrow-root prepared in 
water, had three copious dark-coloured al- 


vine discharges, and for the first time since 











DR. HANCOCK.—MR. MANEC'S CASES OF DROPSY. 


his second attack passed a considerable | 
quantity of urine during the night, per- | 
spired, and slept at intervals. 

The calomel and mercurial friction were | 
stopped as soon as his mouth began to ex- | 
hibit the usual effects of this medicine, | 
substituting a wineglass of the following | 
mixture, to one tablespoon of lemon juice, | 
taken every three hours in a state of effer- | 
vescence. Tinct. cascarille, 3ij ; Carb. | 


ammon. 3ij ; Aque 3x. 

He took a little port-wine occasionally, | 
and drank plentifully of beef-tea, and weak | 
mutton-broth. His convalescence has been | 


attended with nothing worthy of remark, | 
| 


except much harassing with a hiccough ; 
but this is subsiding, and the only thing 
which now remains an obstacle to his com- | 
plete recovery, is debility. 

It will readily be perceived, that much 
time and attention were given to this case. 
lad there been less, it must have termi- 
nated in another way. In return, I possess 
the proud feelings of having been the means 
of rescuing a human being from death. 

The result of this case ought to be taken 
as a fair specimen of what venous injection 
is capable of accomplishing, and in what 
degree this operation should claim the at- 
tention of the profession and the public. 
My own opinion of itis exalted, and I shall 
hereafter consider myself as not doing my 
duty, if ever again | suffer a patient to die 
of the cholera, without first giving it a fair 
and full trial, Any medical man who does 
not, perhaps will excuse me for passing 
severe judgment upon his conduct. 

Liverpool, Aug. 26, 1852. 





NOTE FROM DRe. HANCOCK. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir,—I am aware that your Journal is de- 
voted to objects of higher interest and 
utility than the feuds of polemical contro- 
versy; but | beg leave to say, in answer to 
the remark of Mr. Hart, in your last Num- 
ber, that nothing could be more opposed to 
my intention than to offend, or in any way 
to hurt the feelings of, any member of the 
medical profession ; and it appears to me 
that gentleman cannot, with propriety, 
stigmatise my remarks as i/liberal or unjust, 
since, as the statement appeared in the 
Lancet, he could not but see that the same 
was liable to animadversion; this, indeed, 
is implied by his own erplanation, which 
appears sufficiently satisfactory, and while 
it exonerates him from the imputation of 
ignorance or inconsistency, it will also show, 
I presume, that my strictures were not alto- 
gether unfounded. Lam, Sir, yours, &c. 

J. Hancock, 





No, 470, 


CASES OF DROPSY. 


By Jons Wuitentan Macner, Esg, Surgeon, 
Member of the Med. and Phys. Soc. of Calcutta, 


CASE I. 


Two cases of this disease, which may 
possib!y possess some interest, came under 
my care on board the H. C.S. ship Duke of 
Northumberland, while on her passage to 
England during the early part of the pre- 
sent year. 

Mrs. R., a soldier's wife, first applied 
for assistance on the 3d of Februarv. Is 
aged 33, and has been ten years resident in 
India. She is now sent home at the ex- 
pense of government, on account of continued 
irregular conduct. Has been in the habit of 
drinking freely, and has long suffered from 
pain in the right side, for which leeches 
and blisters have been repeatedly applied. 
The employment of these means afforded 
her occasional relief, but it was only tem- 
porary. Has likewise, on several occa- 
sions, become subject to effusion inte the 
abdomen and lower extremities, which dis- 
appeared while under medical treatment, but 
returned again on being sent out of hospital, 
and resuming her abandoned habits. 

At present there is continued dull pain 
in the right hvpochondrium, and on any at- 
tempt at examination, so much uneasiness 
is produced as to render it impossible to 
ascertain with any degree of certainty 
whether the liver is enlarged or not. The 
pin extends to the back and shoulder, and 
is increased by inspiration. The abdomen 
is swelled, and a fluctuating fluid easily de- 
tected. ‘The legs are of their natural size, 
and the urine scanty and high-coloured. It 
coagulates on being exposed to heat. The 
action of the heart is regular, but she suffers 
severely from oppression in the chest, and 
frequently starts during the night, dreading 
the approach of suffocation. For the last 
three months her strength has sensibly de- 
clined, which she attributes to diarrhea, 
which has continued during that period 
without any remission, the evacuations be. 
ing occasionally of a natural colour, bat 
loose, and at other times tinged with bleod, 
and always voided with more or less unensi- 
ness. Catamenia suppressed ; coustenance 
mxious ; tongue white, and pulse feeble, 
and 120, 

A blister was applied to the right side; 
rook 10 grains of calomel, and 2 of © ium, 
immediately. In the evening she bad 3 
lrachms of castor oil. She was put upon 
spare diet. On the following day she was 
oy no means improved. The pain in the 
right side continued unrelieved. The 
blister had risen well. She was directed to 
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take four grains of hydrargyrus cum creta 
with one of opium three times daily. 

Feb. 9th. Had an attack of intermittent 
fever this forenoon, for which it was neces- 
sary to give her six grains of the sulphate 
of quinine during the cold stage. It had 
the effect of cupeing Se paroxysms. The 
diarrhea continues, but the pain in the side 
is somewhat easier, and she breathes with 
greater freedom. 





14th. Has had no return of ague. The 
diarrhoea has ceased, and the pain in the right 
side is nearly gone; breathes with greater | 
freedom, and sleeps more composedly ; the | 
liver appears free from any enlargement | 
urine more copious; skin moist; tongue 
cleansing ; pulse 95. The medicines were | 
continued, with the addition of ten drops of 
the tincture of digitalis, three times daily. 

21. Is improving; sleeps well during 
the night; mouth slightly affected ; tongue 
clean; bowels regular, and motions of a 
natural colour and consistency. Continue 
the digitalis, and omit the hydrar. c. creta. 

25. Her medicines were this day dis- 
continued. Her breathing is free, and 
urine passed in natural quantity. The 
swelling of the abdomen has nearly disap- 
peared. General health good. 


CASE Il. 


Mrs, E. came under my care on the 21st 
of February. She was aged 30, had been 
seven years in India, and, like the former 
patient, was sent home by the company on 
account of continued bad conduct. She had 
been in the habit of drinking freely, and 
exposing herself to the rays of the sun 
without any covering. She had had re- 
peated attacks of dysentery and intermit- 
tent fever, and had likewise suffered from 
inflammation of the liver. She was up- 
wards of three weexs on board before she 
applied for any assistance, being prevented 
reporting herself sick from the dread, I sup- 

ose, of being deprived of her allowance of 
quor. 

She was of a pale and flabby habit of body. 
The abdomen and lower extremities were 
much swollen, pitted, and were tender on 
pressure. She had a sense of duil obtuse 
pain in the right hypochondrium, which 
was aggravated by the hand being applied 
to the part, or on attempting a deep inspira- 
tion. When she reclined on the left side 
uneasy feelings were likewise produced. 
She suffered severely from effusion in the 
chest, more particularly during the night. 
Had not menstruated for several months, 
and since her embarkation she had re- 
peatedly been intoxicated on, I am afraid, 
the produce of her prostitution. The pulse 
was small and frequent, tongue furred, and 
breathing hurried. 

Ten ounces of blood were taken from 





the arm ; bandages applied to the legs ; 
spare diet, and abstinence from spirituous 
liquors. The following every night at bed- 
ume, 

R Pil. hydrargur.; 

Ex. aloe, aa gr. vi; 

Colocynth. co. gr. iij. M. Fiat mass, 
et divide in pil. iij ; 

Olii tiglii nj iij. 

This treatment was continued to the 26th. 
The swelling by that time had left the ab- 
domen and extremities ; the pain in the 
side was less, and respiration performed 
with greater freedom. Copious watery 
discharges had taken place from the bowels, 
and on the 5th of March she was quite well, 
Both of these patients continued under my 
observation till the beginning of June, and 
remained free from any complaint. 


FLOODING PROM IRRITATION OF THE 
RECTUM. 


I am induced to append to the foregoing 
cases one of a different nature, but like- 
wise somewhat interesting in its details, 

Mrs. Captain ——, aged 32. This lady 
became pregnant in May 1831, and in the 
beginning of the following July, after some 
exertion, was seized with regular labour 
pains. Flooding took place to a consider- 
able extent, but the practitioner who at- 
tended her declared that abortion had not 
taken place. The discharge of blood, how- 
ever, still continued in a diminished quan- 
tity, although the recumbent position had 
been strictly adhered to. When she came 
under my care, the patient's strength was 
very much reduced, the discharge still con- 
tinued copious, and the finger could easily 
be introduced into the os uteri. 


In this case there was much obscurity. 
The surgeon who had attended the lady in 
Gosport had given no written statement, 
and all that could be learned of its previous 
history was from the imperfect accounts of 
the patient end her husband. Dr. James 
Johnstone, surgeon of the 25rd regiment of 
Bengal Native Infantry, attended the case 
along with me, and at first we were both 
inclined to believe, that expulsion of the 
foetus had taken place, with retertion of the 
placenta; still, however, as the previous 
medical attendant had positively declared 
that no miscarriage bad taken place, we 
deemed it prudent to follow his opinion for 
a time, until we could more decidedly come 
to one ofour own. Accordingly, rest was 
enjoined ; a plug, wet with an astringent 
injection, was introduced into the vagina ; 
opening medicines were given, and small 
doses of the sulphate of quinine to support 
the strength. 

This treatment was continued for ten 
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days without any improvement. The’ 
strength had declined, and the discharge, if 
anything, had increased. The os uteri was 
lax and open. An injection was given, 
which removed a large quantity of hardened 
feces from the rectum. This afforded al- 
most immediate relief, and it was deter-— 
mined to repeat the enema every second | 
day. Under this treatment the discharge 
every day became sensibly less, and in | 
twelve days had entirely ceased. 
In this case the discharge was without) 
doubt maintained by the irritation of the | 
hardened feces in the rectum, and striking- 
ly manifests the sympathy which exists, 
between it and the uterus. 
Glasgow, August 25th, 1832, 





MANEC’S SURGICAL COROLLARIES, 
Ertracted from his work entitled ‘ Traité 
Théorique et Pratique de la Ligature des 

Aritéres,”” 

Arrer the general considerations which 
have recently been advanced (vide Lancer, 
No. 469), and which have for their basis 
the results obtained by a great number of 
experiments made upon living animals, and 
accurate observation of the human frame, 
we may propose, as general rules to be 
complied with in the ligation of arteries, 
the following principles :— 

1, To obtain the obliteration of an artery, 
it is necessary the passage of the blood 
through its area should be entirely sus- 
pended. 

2. This obliteration is effected more 
promptly, and with less danger, when the 
internal and middle tunics have been 
divided, than when the same membranes 
have preserved their integrity. 

5. The clear and regular division of the 
internal and middle membranes, such as is 
obtained by the use of the small round 
ligature, favours more signally the occlu- 
sion of an artery, than the broken and ir- 
regular laceration of these tunics, such as 
eceurs when broad ligatures are employed, 
whether large or small, 

4. The means which nature employs to 
close definitively a tied vessel, are of two 
kinds : first, the adhesion of the walls of the 
vessel to each other; second, the formation 
of a clot of blood, which, as soon as it fills 
the vessel, becomes adherent to its interna! 
surface. 

5. The phenomena which ought to appear 
in a tied artery immediately after the opera- 
tion, and to continue until its entire ob- 





literation, being ceteris paribus in the direct 
ratio of the vitality of its wall, it is of 
tho utmost importance that the surgeon do 
not insulate its walls more than is abso- 
lutely necessary for the application of the 
ligature, in order not to diminish the vital 
properties of the vessel. 


6. The adhesion of the walls of an artery 
together cannot take place unless the tunics 
possess their vitality unimpaired. No union 
at all takes place of the parts killed, and 
but a feeble adhesion if there be but little 
life, 


7. The coagulum is not formed ina tied 
artery when the ligature is placed very 
newr a large collateral branch giveu off on 
the side of the heart. 

8. The first means employed by nature 
in resisting hemorrhage, after the fall of the 


| ligature, such as the adhesion of the oppo- 


site walls of the artery, or the agglutina- 


| tion of the lips of the divided middle and 


internal coats, are always destroyed en- 
tirely or in part by the suppuration which 
occurs when the ligature comes away. 

9. The clot, the formation of which is the 
second process, has almost always its base 
in contact with, and adheres more or less 
tenaciously to the agglutination of the 
arterial walls, disorganised and destroyed 
by the same suppuration ; so that if it have 
not a certain length, or if it have not con- 
tracted an adhesion sufficiently strong with 
the sides of the artery to resist the impul- 
sion of the blood, it will be displaced, and 
hemorrhage will take place immediately, 
The clot is too small, or does not form a 
wall, because the ligature is too near a col- 
lateral branch, or does not unite, or unites 
but feebly with the walls of the artery when 
the tunics are diseased, or when the vessel 
has been irritated and insulated to too great 
an extent during the operation. 

10. The adhesion of which we have 
spoken once established, may be destroyed 
by the suppuration which is propagated 
from the adjacent parts, and from the sur- 
face of the artery towards its centre. 

11. The coagulum itself may he de- 
stroved entirely when the inflammation is 
too strong, and that may occur even be- 
fore the separation of the ligature. 

12. In these cases, if there does not 
exist a sufficient distance between the apex 
f the coagulum, of which the base bas just 
been destroyed, and the origin of a large 
collateral artery, hemorrhage will inevitably 
occur; in the contrary case, a new clot will 
be formed, and will follow the same trans- 
formations as the first, if not arrested in its 
development. 

13, The principal causes of the suppura- 
tion, of which the consequences may te sa 
unfortunate, are - continuance of the 

. 
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operation, the meddling of the surgeon to' collateral branch, so that the continuityof the 
ascertain the various organs be encounters, vessel with its proper sheath is disturbed 
the laceration or contusion of these organs, in its whole extent, an event which may be 
the insulation of the artery toa great ex- attended with unpleasant consequences. 
tent, or its too great extension in its own This displacement is not to be feared in 
sheath. and finally the nature and size of the small vessels, because they have not dis- 
body allowed to remain on the surfuce of tinct sheaths, and because further, they 
the artery, or in the wound. Indepen- give off more branches in a giveu length of 
deatly of these physical and material causes, vessel. 

we occasionally meet others in the perma-| 21. By the disturbance and the sort of 
nent or temporary condition of the indivi- | trituration which the torsion produces in 
dual who has submitted to the operation, the coats of arteries, it results that some 
and which it is often impossible to uppre- of the fragments produced are deprived 
ciate, of vitality. These fragments become a 

14. From what has been just said of the | cause of inflammation, which joined to the 
causes of supyuration, and from the state- long and painful manipulatious of the tor- 
ment in corollary 3, it must be inferred | sion, terminate in the production of a sup- 
that round and small ligatures ought to be puration at least as long and troublesome 
used before al others. | as that produced by ligature. 

15. Whutever may be the nature of the; 22. When an artery is divided at a little 
material employed for the ;urpose, it is/ distance from a great collateral branch on 
never absorbed; if the external wound | the side of the heart, torsion is less advan- 
should cicatrize before its suppuration, sub- | tageous than the ligature, because it re- 
sequent abscess always tukes pluce toadmit quires a greater length of artery, and con- 
of its excape. | sequently diminishes the space necessary 

16. Uhe secretion of the innermost and for the formation of «lot. 
middle tunics by a small ligature, d.es nox 25. Torsion practised on small arteries 
suffice for the obliteration of an artery; it is not followed by the heavy inconveniences 
is necessary it should remain applied on the | which are presented when it is perform«d 
artery to keep in contact the lips of the ow the large ones. 
section, wnd to support the first rudiments, %4. When an artery is ossified or carti- 
of the coagulum, lagivous, the disease cannot be stopped 

17. After the division of the innermost! except by the formation of a clot. If the 
and middle coats, the continuance of the! point acted upon is near a collateral branch, 
ligature upon the ariery for some lours,| the operstion will not succeed. We must, 
does not suffice in man to produce its orclu-|in this case, attempt it above, or in this 
sion, that only takes place in animals, ranch, at the same time with the trunk, 
whose blood has great plasticity—dogs, for; This rule applies with equal advantage to 
example. In the first place, the adherence | ligatures made on sound arteries. 
of the walls of the artery is sofeeble, during | 25. When after the complete section 
the five or six first hours which follow the | of an artery the hemorrhage stops of itself, 
operation, and in the second the clot is so | the surgeon wil! endeavour to discover the 
email, that the impetus of the blood, and | couses likely to disturb the formation and 
the disturbance produced by the extraction | organiz#tion of the congulum, and abstain 
of the thread, is sufficient to destroy the one | {rom all operation, unless, however, by the 
ard displace the other. | affinity of the wound with a great brunch, 


18. A clot displaced and moved about by | he thinks its neighbourhood may obstruct 


the column of blood, soon loses its volume | tbe development of the clot in this case, 


in rolling in the artery ; ond when it is! The artery must be formed, anda ligature 
stopped in its interior, if a portion of blood | Placed above the collateral branch, 

can glide between it and the artery, it is | 26. Aftera wound which has only opened 
quickly worn away by repeated attritions.| ‘¥e artery, whether it be longitudinal 
On the contrary, if it completely stop up °F transverse, although the hemorrhage 
the artery, or should get entangled in » St9ps Spontaneously, the surgeon ought 


collateral branch, these vessels become |#!ays to lay the vessel bare and tie it, 
obliterated. | because in this case the clot forming with- 


: ; . }out the a 4 . . 
19. It requires a longer time, and is|°° . ttery can ouly produce @ tem 


$s 

; : porary cure, 

more difficult, to make forsion well upon a |f P 
| 


large vessel than to apply a ligature, 


20. In the performance of torsion, the sur- 
geon is obliged to make a strong traction 
upon the artery, in order to insulate it toan 
extent of six or eight lines. This displace- 
ment extends at least as far as the first large 
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NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
Str,—If it meet with your approbation, 


following in your next Lancer. 
nesday, July 25th, a boy named Abra- | 
hams was killed in Portsea, and on the! 
coroner's inquest the following particulars | 
were elicited. The first witness deposed to| 
his having seen the boy knocked down by a 

cart (the horse of which had taken fright), | 
but could not state whether the wheel had | 
passed over the body or not. The next! 
witness, a woman, swore that she saw the | 
horse running away and the boy near; and 
on again turning round, she saw the boy 
ou the pavement, apparentiy dead, and the | 
horse and cart quiet. The surgeon, who 

first saw the boy after the accident, stated 

there was a wound laying bare the bone on| 
the left side of the os frontis, but no visible 

fracture; the abdomen was also swelled, 

and there was the appearance of a contusion | 
over the right hypochondrium ; he further | 
stated, that the boy gare one or two con-| 
vulsive inspirations after he saw him, and | 
then expired. The surgeon, moreover, | 
stated that he could not swear to the cause 

of death, but requested that an examination 
of the body might take place. Would vou} 
helieve it, Mr. Editor, that the coroner! 


stated to the jury, that he had no power to| 
order an inspection ; and is it to be believed 
that the jury, under the coroner's direction, 
returned the following verdict (although 
none of the medical gentlemen, amounting 
to four or five, who saw the body, believed 
the existence of a fracture), viz., that the 
deceased died of a fracture of the skull, 
produced by the wheel of a cart passing 
over the head! !!! 


These facts, for which I can youch, need 
no comments ; it is scarcely possible to be- 
lieve, that in these times a coroner should 
be found, who would thus state to the jury 
that he had no power to order an inspec- 
tion of the body of a person whose death 
may have been occasioned under suspicious 
circumstances. Moreover it has since ap- 
‘senses that the boy was knocked down 

y one of the shafts, and that the contusion 
over the region of the liver was produced 
by the ball of the wheel coming in contact 
with him, and pressing him against the 
wall. Query, Whence came the evidence ot 
fracture of the brain, and of the wheel pass- 
ing over the head ? 

By inserting the above you will much 
oblige your obedient servant, 

A Mepicat Rerormer. 


Portsea, August 3, 1832, 





I request the favour of the insertion of the 
On Wed-| 





PETITION 
or 
DR. HARRISON AND OTHERS 
TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
COMPLAINING OF 
ABUSES WHICH EXIST IN THE ROYAL COL 


LEGE OF PHYSICIANS, LONDON, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


S:r,—I write to desire the favour of you 
to publish in your next journal the sub- 


joined Petition for the information of your 
| numerous readers. 


It was presented to the House of Com- 
mons on the 6th instant by Joseph Hume, 
Esq., and is already printed by order of the 
House. Iam, Sir, yours, very truly, 

E. Harrisoy. 
Holles Street, Cavendish Square, 
August 21st, 1832. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Phy- 
sicians 
Showeth,—That a College of Physicians 


|exists in London, assuming powers which 


your Petitioners are prepared to prove have 
an injurious effect upon the subjects of 
these realms and the practice of medicine, 

That the attention of medical men in 
every department of the profession has, at 
length, been roused to the manifold evils 
proceeding from its defective arrangement, 
and the sources from which they respec- 
tively spring. The great body of British 
physicians who are excluded from their 
inherent rights in the College of Physicians, 
most respectfully submit that it is fitting to 
inquire into the grounds of their rejection, 
and to enable them to assert their just 
claims to participate in its honours and 
emoluments, and to promote the general 
interests of the profession, 

Your Petitioners beg to state, that the 
“* College or commonalty of the faculty of 
Physic,’’ sometimes denominated the Royal 
College of Physicians, was founded by Act 
of Parliament more than three hundred 
years ago, for several highly important 
u 3. 
? At first its affairs were managed agree- 
ably to the charter, and it then fulfilled 
the wise and benevolent intentions of the 
founder, Medical science was assiduously 
cultivated, and meritorious practitioners 
liberally encouraged ; quacks were punish- 
ed, and the public health was carefully 
protected, 
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Tn the course of time abuses crept in, by | qualifications and claims to publie estima- 
the rulers being more anxious to promote | tion. 
private objects, than to enlarge the sphere} Your petitioners complain that the pos- 
of professional usefulness. A new policy | session of a University degree, however 
was then introduced; the most accom- | celebrated the school, which ought to pro- 
plished and best-educated physicians were, cure confidence, is notonly rejected as an 
to the detriment of medical science, with- | incompetent qualification, but considered 
out any just couse, refused admission into in the British capital to be the ouly bar to 
the College, and subjected to the most re- | medical practice. 
fined and persevering opposition. | _ Your Petitioners submit that the truth of 
Your Petitioners beg to mention, that these complaints will more clearly appear 
among the proscribed were many of the! on acaretul analysis of the charter under 
most celebrated men, as Doctors Bon-| which they claim to act, but from which 
ham, Levet, West, Schomberg, Askew,|they have in principle and practice wholly 
Fothergil!, &e. Even Sydenbam, though | departed, insomuch that the Charter is not 
an Oxford graduate, was excluded by | even recognised in any of their acts. 
the College, so indifferent were they! Your Petitioners hereby declare, that the 
to the most sacred duties, and the obli-| College of Physicians was instituted by 
gations confided to them for public and! Act of Parliament in 1523 and 24 for three 
pritate purposes. But the measure of in- | specific purposes, which have for a long 
justice and selfishness was not complete till | time been wholly disregarded by the fel- 
the middle of last century. At that time | lows. 
the physicians were in quite an arbitrary) The Charter was granted by King Henry 
manner divided into fellows and licentiates, | VIII, ‘* te put a seasonable check to the 
under a by-law still acted upon, though | practices of the wicked, and repress the 
declared to be illegal by Lord Mansfield, | audacity of bad men, whereby divers inju- 
chief justice, and his associates on the ries are done to the ignorant and credulous 
bench in 1767, in the case of the College — And that the fellows for their own 
against Levet, and in 1768 against Fother- | cred it and the public good will take care, 
ill. as well, by their own weight and example, 
The fellows of the College have thus|to discountenance the ignorance and the 
verified the words of holy writ, ‘* Very | rashness of the before-mentioned persons, 
truly there was never anything by the as to punish them by our laws lately pro- 
wit of man so well devised or so sure esta- mulgated, and by the regulations to be made 
blished, which in continuance of time hath | by the same College.” 
not been corrupted.” | 2dly. “To provide forthe superintendence 
Your Petitioners submit that the College | and scrutiny, correction and government of 
was established to promote medical science, | all and singular the physicians practising the 
and discharge and accomplish great and | faculty of physic in the said city, or within 
highly beneficial objects ; but the institu- seven miles round the same; likewise the 
tion has entirely failed in effecting those punishment of them for their faults in the 
desirable results, and the fellows continue improper exercise and practice of the said 
to the present time to be so unmindful of faculty.”’ 
their engagements to the public and the) Also to provide for ‘ the superintend- 
great body of physicians, that a country ence and examination of al! sorts of medi- 
possessing many of the most learned, able, | cines, to be given, administered, or applied 
und honourable physicians, is so entirely to the liege subjects for the healing and 
overrun with rapacious, ignorant, and ex- curing of their infirmities, for the advan- 
tortionate quacks, as to have become tle | tege and use of the said lieges, so that the 
jest and scorn of other nations. Even tothis | punishment to be inflicted on any of the 





hour, and in this enlightened country, their 
presumptuous andacity fills the newspapers 
with mendacious advertisements, and their 
names are daily paraded in the crowded 
streets, and under the very windows of the 
College, unresisted and unnoticed. 

Your honourable House will hardly be- 
lieve, that while these enormous abuses 
pass unredressed, the fellows seek every 
opportunity to persecute all physicians, 
although regularly educated and properly 
qualified in the best schools of medicine in 
the United Kingdom and in foreign coun- 
tries, who refuse to submit to their unwar- 
rautable impositions, whatever may be their 


| said practitioners in medicine offending in 
the premises, shall be by fine, imprison- 
ment of their bodies, and other reasonable 
and proper means.” 

Sdly. «To provide that no person not be- 
ing a physician shall practise the faculty of 
medicine within the said city, or seven 
miles round the same, unless admitted by 
the president and commonalty, or their suc- 
cessors for the time being, under the penalty 
of five pounds for every month in which he 
shail have practised the same faculty with- 
out such admission.” 

Your petitioners submit that these were 


the principal 
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Henry the Eighth and the legislature to!and “ licentiate,” which subsists to the 
eotablish the College of Physicians. While | present day. 

its affairs were well conducted, andthe ob-| Your petitioners submit, that the better 
jects which were contemplated were ef-|to understand and expose these offensive 
feeted, harmony prevailed throughout the | and injurious proceedings, a reference to 
profession, until a dominant party converted | the charter will show, that King Henry 
the college into an engine to oppress the | granted to six physicians, selected out of 
great body of the faculty, and to promote |a company in the city of London, namely, 
their own views. From that time the con-|to John Chambre, Thomas Linacre, Fer. 
stitution was entirely changed, and the/dinand de Victoria, Nicholas Halsewell, 
college ceased to manage its concerns ac- | John Francis and Robert Yaxley, that they 
cording to the charter, and instead of | and all other resident physicians “ of and 
complying with the wishes and directions | in the aforesaid city, shall become in fact 
of the legislature, the fellows either en- and in name, one body or perpetual coms 

















tirely overlooked, or grossly abused, all the 
trusts reposed in them. 

So long as they were suffered on their 
own authority to fine and imprison em- 
pirics and untitled practitioners, they 
went on prosperously enough for their own 


monalty or college, and that the said com- 
monalty or college may for ever elect and 
make out of that commonalty some man 
prudent and skilful in the faculty of me- 
|dicine, for president of the same college or 
;commonalty, to superintend, take cogni- 





interests, and seized upon every opportu- | zance of, and govern, for that year, the 
nity to increase their revenues by arbitrary | aforesaid college or commonalty, and all 
muicts. "men of the same faculty and their business, 
These mulcts at first were levied upon , and that the same president and college or 
quacks only, but the spirit of monopoly |commonalty, shall have perpetual succes- 
having found a ready admission into the | sion, and a common seal to be used in the 
college, were subsequently levied upon re- affairs of the said commonalty and pre- 
spectable physicians, who were unjustly | sident for ever.” 
excluded by tbe unlawful and arbitrary li-| It is hardly credible, and yet it is strietly 
mitation of the number of fellows, and they, | true, that these six physicians had all 
80 treated, became, not only the unhappy taken their degrees at Padua or other 
subjects of the jealousy of their privileged | Italien universities. The College of Phy- 
brethren of the college, but degraded in | Sicians was therefore committed, both in faet 
public estimation as far as the college | and in words, by the royal founder, indis- 


could effect it. 


The increase of the metropolis requiring | 


a larger number of physicians than the 
narrow spirit of the College of Physicians 
would allow, the original number of twenty 
fellows was increased to forty, and after- 
wards to sixty, thus establishing an odious 
and injurious monopoly, equally prejudicial 
with the former, and wholly inadequate to 
the demands of society. All above that 
number, whatever might be their attaio- 
ments or qualifications, not only being in- 
terdicted practice, but subjected to the 
most vexatious and unfeeling persecutions. 


Towards the middle of last century, 
however, the number of excluded physi- 
cians still increasing, and their favour with 
the public likewise augmenting, the Col- 
lege of Physicians discovered the necessity 
of relying On some surer aid to preserve 
their power, 

It was at this period that they devised 
the scheme of separating the physicians of 
London into two classes, one of whom, the 
graduates of Oxford and Cambridge, were 
admitted as matter of right to the privileges 
of fellows, while the other class, consisting 
of the physicians of all other Universities 
were as unreasonably excluded. Hence the 


illegal and arbitrary distinctions of ‘‘ fellow” 


|criminately to physicians of every univer- 
sity. Accordingly none had any preference 
jone over another for meny of the first 
years. With respect to Oxford and Cam- 
bridge graduates, who have arrogated to 
themselves all the advantages of the char 
ter, and subsequently contrived, by a series 
of encroachments, to confine the college to 
theirown body, they are not even men- 
tioned in the charter or act of parliament 
confirming it. ‘Their usurpation is, theres 
fore, wholly illegal. Indeed, as medical in- 
structions had never been delivered at 
either university when the college was 
founded, it would have been preposterous 
in the highest degree to have endowed 
them with greater privileges than the uni-« 
versities enjoyed where medicine was care- 
fully and regularly taught. : 

Your petitioners submit, that it would 
not have been more preposterous than the 
practice of the college now is to admit 
them, 

Your petitioners having brought to the 
notice of your honourable House, that the 
fellows have entirely disregarded the 
charter and acts of parliament for many 
years, as your petitioners allege, and 
broken every condition under which they 
were incorporated, beg also further to ob= 
serve, that it yet remains to point out some. 
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of the illegal and vexatious proceedings | president and fellowship of physicians, may 
still in full operation, and of which your from time to time, as well within the city 
petitioners as well as the other licentiates | of London as elsewhere within this realm, 
and independent physicians have just cause | practise and exercise the said science of 
to complain. | physic in all its members and parts, any 
Your petitioners are ready to prove at statute or provision made to the contrary 
the bar of your honourable House, that it | notwithstanding.” 
is not possible at this time, for any person! It would be foreign to the objects of your 
to be regularly and properly educated, | petitioners to discuss the advantages and 
either at Oxford or Cambridge University | the inconveniences which physic and sur- 
for the Medical Profession. | gery received or would now receive from 
ist. That while it can be proved, that | combining the practice of both in the phy- 
the fellows have in so many ways violated | sician. It is enough for your petitioners to 
their duty to the public and the ‘seulty, | show, that physic and surgery were so 
they have been ever ready and forward to | cultivated, from the foundation of thecollege, 
promote their own emoluments and ag-| till the above-recited act of the legislature 





grandizements. 

Your petitioners allege, that a careful 
attention to the whole of their proceedings ror 
the last two hundred years, will satisfy your 
honourable House, that their conduct has 
been more for the selfish views and profit 
of the fellows, than the just and important 
interests of the community. 

Your petitioners submit further, that 
these objects have been artfully promoted 
by dividing physicians into fellows and li- 
centiates, in direct opposition to the acts of 
parliament and charter of incorporation. 

By this palpable infringement, Oxford 
and Cambridge graduates have acquired a 
en influence over the rest. 

Vot satisfied with engrossing all the honours 
and advantages of the college, the fellows 
have contrived to burden the degraded 
physicians with extravagant fines, and a 
most humiliating confession upon their 
bended knees, which both parties know to 


be false, of their comparative inferiority and 


unfitness to manage the cure of various 
diseases. 

Upon the distribution of physicians into 
fellows and licentiates, it is worthy of re- 
mark, that Lord Mansfield observed in 
1768, ‘‘the licenses probably took their 
rise from that illegal by-law (now at an 
end) which restrained the number of fel- 
lows to twenty. This was arbitrary and 
unjustifiable. They were obliged to admit 
all such as came within the terms of the 
charter, yet it is probable that the prac- 
tice of licensing was in consequence of 
their having made that illegal by-law.” 

Your petitioners submit, secondly, that 
by another absurd and vexatious regulation 
the college has actually superseded the law 
of the land. In an act of the legislature, 
dated the 32d of the same reign, it is pro- 
vided, that ‘* And forasmuch as the science 
of physic doth comprehend, include, and 
contain, the knowledge of surgery as a 
special member and part of the same, there- 
fore be it enacted, that any of the said 
company or fellowship of physicians, being 
able, chosen, and admitted by the said 


| was superseded and defeated by a private 
‘regulation of the fellows, which requires 
| that its members shall wholly abstain from 
| the practice of surgery. 

It is well known, that the greatest orna- 

ment of the college, the excellent Dr. 
| Harvey, practised physic, surgery, and 
midwifery, for many years. He also gave 
a course of instruction in anatomy and sur- 
|gery annually at the college. These lec- 
jtures are dearer to Englishmen, because 
| through them the circulation of the blood 
| was first discovered by our immortal coun- 
| tryman. 

Lord Lumley and Dr. Caldwell had each 
of them left a sum of money to the college 
for this purpose, and Dr. Harvey was one 
of the early professors appointed to deliver 
these lectures. It is therefore desirable to 
know who now receives the sinecure emo- 
lument, and why the lectures have been 
abandoned. It is enough for your peti- 
tioners to have shown that in preventing 
physicians from exercising surgery along 
with physic, the fellows have virtually re- 
pealed an important statute of the realm. 

Your petitioners have, they presume, 
clearly proved to your honourable House in 
the foregoing detail, that the charter is in 
itself admirably fitted to protect the metro- 
polis against dangerous and unprincipled 
pretenders, and to provide the apothecaries’ 
shops with genuine drugs. 

It would greatly afflict your petitioners, 
and distress your honourable House to add 
to this statement, the probable amount of 
lives prematurely destroyed, and the ag- 
gregate mass of affliction, which during 
three hundred years have proceeded from 
the culpable inactivity and carelessness of 
the college. But recent calamities, fresh in 
the minds of all who pay the slightest at- 
tention to passing events, sufficiently de- 
clare the grievous extent and great fre- 
quency of evil arising from this source 
alone. 

As the anxiety of your petitioners is 
directed more to provide for the future than 
to condemn the past, they willingly leave 
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the charter without further comment, to! 
consider the legislative care bestowed upon 
the country in the same reign. They, 
therefore, desire to call the atteution of, 
your honourable House to another enact-! 
ment, which seems to contain matter for 
grave inquiry, if not for severe repre- 
hension. 

In the concluding clause of the act of 
14th and 15th of King Henry the Eighth, 
it is provided, ‘* And whereas in dioceses 
of England, out of London, it is not light to 
find always men able sufficiently to examine 
(after the statute) such as shall be admitted 
to exercise physic in them, that it may be 
enacted in this present parliament, that no 
person from henceforth be suffered to exercise 
or practise in physic through England, until 
such time as he be examined at London by | 
the said president and three of the said 
elects, and to have from the said president | 
or elects, letters, testimonials of their ap- | 
proving and examination, except he bea! 
graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, which | 


ar 
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To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


S1r,—The proposals for the establishment 
of the Lonpon CotLece or Mepicine were 
hailed by myself, and I am sure by all 
enlightened members of the profession, as a 
new era in the annals of medical legislation. 
It is now about fifteen months since the re- 
gulations of the proposed college were pub- 
lished in a number of your scientific journal, 
and I blush for the profession's disregard 
of its rights and interests, when I feel that 
the time when those salutary regulations 
should be put into operation, and the Lon- 
don College of Medicine permanently esta- 
blished, is nearly as distant as when you 
first suggested its institution.* What has 
retarded its progress I cannot conceive, 
Medical men individually admire its regu- 
lations and extol its principles, but the 
members of the profession collectively, 








hath accomplished all things for his furm 


without any grace.” 
Your petitioners cannot repress their as- 


tonishment that a provision essential to the 
public safety should have remained to this 


time a dead letter in the statute-book, and | : 
select few whom we must expect to oppose 


affirm that the fellows dare not affect to 
conceal their criminal indifference under the 
garb of ignorance, because they have re- 
peatedly boasted, that they possess under 
it an effective dominion over all the prac- 
titioners in England. With such exulta- 


tions, and the act of parliament constantly | 
in view, your petitioners may reasonably | 


inquire what difficulty hath hitherto pre- 
vented them during so long a period from 
enforcing their authority! Have they been 


too busily engaged in subduing the great| 


body of London physicians to cast a thought 


upon the country? Or do they entertain |; 


so mean an opinion of the provincial in- 
habitants of the kingdom, as to think them 
unworthy of protection? Whatever may 
have led them to overlook their sacred obli- 
gations to the people, and to neglect their 
most valuable concerns, it is to be hoped. 


And your petitioners humbly pray, that, 


your hon. House will take into considera- 
tion the constitution and conduct of the 
College of Physicians, and investigate the 
nature of the charter and acts of parliament 
under which they have claimed to act and 
provide, in justice to the community at 
large, and the British physicians in par- 
ticular, in such manner as shall in the wis- 
dom of your honourable House be deemed 
best. 

» And your petitioners as in duty bound 
will ever pray, Xc. 





though they cannot condemn a single iota 
of the plan, have betrayed a lamentable 
want of zeal and co-operation, not having 


; awarded all their exertions, and used all 
| their interests, towards the completion of so 


noble a design. 1 am aware that there are a 


an institution such as ths London College 
of Medicine, but their motives are known 
as also are their principles, aud whatever 
they may do in their endeavour to crush the 
friend of liberty and consequent subduer of 
monopoly, will only be in character with 
what you have so frequently and so ably 
exposed. I have waited patiently, hoping 


to hear through your journal that the ma- 
|chinery was in action, and regret that you 


have said so little on the subject. 1 there- 
fore call, through the medium of your co- 
lumns, on every one who may read this 
etter, to give his most strenuous and imme- 


| diate support to the College, not, however, 
juntil he shall have taken the trouble to 


peruse the principles upon which it is 


|founded, as [ feel convinced that no man 
| possessing the least discernment can fail to 


see their perfections; if, after perusing, 
he disagree with them, and consider certi- 


|ficates of having paid a certain quantum of 


money to certain men a better mode of exam- 
ination than proof of possessing a certain 
quantum of medical and general knowledge, 
he must be divested of common sense, or 
influenced by party spirit,—he must, in 
fact, be either in intellect a fool, or in prin- 
ciple a bat.—I am, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, A. M. A. B. 





* Our correspondent is deceived, The College is 
established, and the state of iis fands most pro- 
sperous.—Ep, L, 





THE APOTHECARIES ACT, 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, September 1st, 1832. 
—— 





Or all the disgusting specimens of im- 
becile legislation, the Apothecaries Act of | 
1815 stands probably the most prominent. 
Divested of every comprehensive view of | 
the subjects embraced in its details, that | 
odious document left the portals of the le- | 
gislature one mass of unsightly confusion, | 
The promoters of the bill, however, had 
their objects in view, and, unfortunately for | 
the profession and the public, succeeded, | 
through the influence of their dupes in Par- | 
liament, in accomplishing their scandalous | 
purposes. If the members of the ay 
ture had understood the question, the bill, 
on its very first reading, would have been 
trampled on the floor of the House. Medi- 
cel legislation, however, was a new occupa- 
tion; the heads and bands of our senators 
were unused to that description of labour, 
and hence the deplorable botch which they | 
made of their work. But it does appear, 
passing strange that the members of the | 
profession generally did not interfere to) 
prevent such a bill from becoming a por- | 
tion of the law of the land, though the in- 
difference displayed on that occasion may 
in some respects be accounted for when it 
is considered that regularly-educated prac- 
titioners were so unceasingly exposed to 
the impudent pretensions of quacks and 
other impostors, that the general body of 
the profession were induced, possibly, to 
believe that any change in the law would 
operate to their advantage. 

Independently of the objections which 
may be offered against the extraordinary 
powers thrown into the hands of a om 
pany of retail traders,—independently of 
the imperative stipulation for an appren- 
ticeship of five years,-exclusive of the 
commanding position which the retail drug 


| 
' 





company was allowed at once to assume 
over the Colleges of Physicians and Sur 
geons,—independently of the veto which 
was contained in this Act against regularly. 
qualified practitioners who had obtained 
their diplomas from the medical and sur- 
gical colleges of Dublin, Edinburgh, and 
the celebrated Universities of the continent, 
—we are compelled nevertheless to regard 
the fourteenth and twentieth sections of the 
Act as the most odious of the whole of its 
features, 


The lying “ preamble” of the hated mea- 
sure, alleges that the Act was “ for the 
better regulating the practice of apothe- 
caries throughout England and Wales ;” 
whereas it was, in reality, designed to pre- 


|vent the most competent individuals from 


discharging the functions of apothecaries. 
Extensive and perplexing has been the mis- 
conception with respect to the legal con- 
struction which ought to be put on the 
clauses just mentioned. Here then we 


| will recite portions of those clauses ver- 
| batim, but not without first placing before 


the eve of the reader a note which has been 
addressed to us by an intelligent corre- 
spondent. 


** APOTHECARIES RALL—ARMY AND NAVY. 


** To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


*€ Sirn,—In your last Lancer you state, in 
reply to a correspondent, that the medical 
officers of the public service before 1815, 
are not entitled to practise as apothecaries, 
an assertion calculated to do great injury to 
a great body of general practitioners, which 
I am sure you do not intend, and which 
you will be ready to correct in your next 
Journal. The Court of Examiners promul- 
gated a resolution to the following effect :— 
That the medical officers of the navy and 
army, whose appointments took place prior 
to the ist of August 1815, would be con- 
sidered as exempt from the operation of the 
Act, and that a certificate of qualification was 
unnecessary. ‘The ‘ Declaratory Act’ was 
to remove all doubt as to those who came 
after August 1815, and disgraceful is it to 
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the Government to expose their officers to! from the Act itself, our correspondent, we 
doubt, by allowing the act to expire. | believe, will be quite willing to admit 

“ Allow me to ask, Mr. Editor, and I do th.+ we did not fall into any error when we 
it in the name of many, who see reform | ered le es cat Gilaien Oh line) 


necessary, aud wish the Lonpon Correce | = 4 , 
or Mepicrxt success—in what light the Micers who had received their sppoint- 


medical officers of the King’s service are ments in the navy before August 1815, 
viewed, end whet rank will be, or is, in-| could not legally act as apothecaries in 
tended for them in that institution? It is) England or Wales. Our opinion on this 
remarked with surprise that you have ob- | subject having been called for, we were 
served solemn since on that head. bound to state it tru/y, no matter how in- 
ute ~ Auicos. | Ggnant wesncne Coatings against the framers 

* Pimlico, Aug. £0, 1838. | of such a law—no matter how strong was 
Now, then, for the extracts from the | car dislike of the enactment itself. But 
fourteenth and twentieth sections of the! our correspondent informs us that “ the 





Act. | company of apothecaries promulgated a reso- 
lution to the effect that naval and military 
officers who received their appointment 


Clause 14. ‘‘ That from and after the ist 
day of August 1815, it shall not be lawful | 
| prior to the ist day of August 1815, would 


for any person or persons, except persons already 
in practice as such, to practise as an apothe- 
cary or apothecaries in any part of England 
or Wales, unless he or they shall have been 
examined by the said Court of Examiners, 
or the major part of them, and have re- 
ceived a certificate of their being duly 
qualified to practise.” 

Clause 20. “ And be it further enacted, 
that if any person, ercept such as are then 
actually practising as such, shall, after the 
said ist day of August 1815, act or practise 
as an apothecary in any part ef Englaud or 
Wales without having obtained such certifi- 
cate as aforesaid, every person so offending 
shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay 
the sum of twenty pounds.” 

There is yet another section which we 
must quote ; viz.— 

Clause 21. “‘ And be it further enacted, 
that no apothecary shall be allowed to recover 
any charges claimed by him in any court of 
law, unless such apothecary shall prove on 
the trial that he was in practice as an 


apothecary prior to, or on, the said ist day 
of August 1815, or that he has obtained a 
certificate to practise as an apothecary from 
the said master, wardens, and society of 
apothecaries, as aforesaid.’’ 

After a careful perusal of these eae 





be exempt from the operation of the Act.” 
No information of the existence of such a 
document ever before reached us, and we 
now believe that ‘ Amicus” labours under 
a mistake when he supposes that any ‘‘ re- 
solution”’ bearing chat purport was ever 
promulgated by the Company. Undoubt- 
edly there are sufficiently strong grounds 
for inducing us to yield a ready credence to 
reports tending to prove the extreme igno- 
rance of the Court of Examiners, but it 
is next to impossible that any men who are 
permitted to walk outside the walls of a 
lunatic asylum can have published sucha re- 
solution as the one described by our corre- 
spondent. Surely the examiners know that 
itis their duty to administer the law with 
respect to examinations, and to prosecute, 
upon information, unqualified practitioners, 
and that they have no greater power to 
alter the provisions of the Act itself, whe- 
ther the restrictions operate against naval 
or military surgeons, or against the fellows 
or licentiates of all the medical colleges, 
than has the beadle who stands as sentinel 
at the door of their hall, If an action were 
to be instituted agaist a gentleman who 
acted as a surgeon in the army or navy pres 
vious to the 1st of August 1615, for prace. 





tising as an apothecary—which, according 
to the definition of Mr. Baron Batrey, and 
several others of the Judges, consists in 
visiting and prescribing in medical cases, 
and supplying the medicines—would this 
«« resolution” of the Company have the 


effect of non-suiting the plaintiff, or of 


inflicting the full penalty of 20/. on the de- 
fendant? Again, if a naval or military 
surgeon, having no other authority for prac- 
tising as an apothecary, were to bring his 
action in one of the courts of law for re- 
covery of a debt on account of services per- 
formed by him as an apothecary, would the 
“ resolution” of the Court of Examiners 
supersede the necessity of proving, on the 
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| the foregoing extracts, ‘‘ Amicus” will ac- 


knowledge that the error existed in the 
statute, and not in the opinion published 
in this journal. 

Our correspondent, however, believes, 
that the ‘« Declaratory Act” was intended 
| ** to remove all doubt as to the rights of 
those who came after August 1815." The 
words of the feurth clause of that docu- 
ment must convince him that the limit of 
disqualification was not fixed at so recent a 
| date as 1815. The words of the Act are 
these: ‘* And whereas many persons who 
have heretofore held, and now do or who 





‘hereafter shall hold, commissions in his 
Majesty’s service as surgeons, either in his 


trial, that such apothecary was in practice | Majesty’s navy, or 8s surgeons or apothe- 


as an apothecary prior to, or on, the 1st of 
August 1815? 

All that can be said on the subject is this, 
that if the company have really issued such 
a “« resolution,” they are about the most in- 
competent of all living men to discharge 
the duties of their offices. The law must 
be taken as it exists, notwithstanding the 
gross, flagrant, cruel injustice of its opera- 
tion. Not only did that Act, by raising up 
an insurmountable barrier, prevent naval, 
military, and all other surgeons,—not 
actually in practice as apothecaries before, 
or on, the ist of August 1815,—from prac- 
tising as apothecaries after that period, 
but it presented an obstacle of not less 
extent or difficulty to the entire body of 
physicians practising in this metropolis. 
And if it be admitted that physicians who 
may have been in practice twenty years 
before 1815, cannot now practise as apo- 
thecaries without subjecting tl Ives to 


| caries in his Majesty's army, cannot com- 


| mence practice as apothecaries in any part of 


England or Wales, without being examined 
| by the Court of Examiners, or being lioble 
to the penalties imposed on persons who, 
not having been in practice as apothecaries 
on the first day of August 1815, &c. &c.”’ 
Thus it is quite evident, that this “ De- 
claratory Act” passed in 1825, was in- 
tended as much to relieve naval and military 
sugeons who had received their appoint- 
ments previous to 1815, as subsequent to 
that period. That the existing state of the 
law is most disgraceful to the government 
and the legislature generally, must be con- 
ceded by every member of our profession. 

On quitting this branch of the subject, 
** Amicus” asks in what light medical offi- 
cers of the King’s service are viewed, and 
what rank is intended for them in the 
Loxpow Coitece or Mepictne, and he 





the penalties of the Act, is it possible that 
gentlemen who received their appointments 
as surgeons, before that period, are exempt, 
on the performance of medical duties, from 
penalties which may to a certainty be im- 
posed on physicians? But the words of 
the Act are too clear to admit of dispute, or 
to call for further discussion, Op perusing 


proceeds to say—*‘ It is observed with sur- 
prise you have maintained a solemn silence 
on that head.” Our efforts in defending 
the rights of naval and military surgeons, 
and our conduct generally in attempting to 
rescue the officers of one of the departments 
of public service from unmerited degrada- 
tion and insult, must, we should think, 





exonerate us from apy charge of either in- 
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ended or implied neglect xs respects those | upon a debateable, if not an unsound, foun- 
gentlemen. The Lonpox Courrce or Mer- dation, and we think it notdifficult to prove 
prerwe being an institution founded upon a that to have acted consistently with the 
just basis, and the whole of the details of opinions which he entertains of the effi- 
its arrang-ments pointing to professional ciencyof the charter held by the College of 
honour and public utility, the question of| Physicians, Dr. Harrison and his co-peti- 
rank relating to any branch of the profes- | tioners should have applied to a court of 
sion is best furnished with an answer by | law, rather than to the legislature. 

that clause which secures to the whole of | 
the admitted fellows equal rights and pri- | 
And surely it was not necessary 


Aw al 
vileges. Aw abstract of two papers on the treat- 


to make an especial declaration in favour, ™®™* of the worst stage of cholera, by Dr. 


of naval and military surgeons, when the 
very first of the laws of the College stipu- 
lates that every gentleman legally-qualified 


to practise, in any branch of the profession, 


Harpwick Suvrr, will be found in this 
day’s Journal. 

In forwarding papera to the medical 
press, the Centrar Boarp or Hrattn do 


is deemed an eligible candidate for the |" of course, consider themselves in any 
diploma. ‘ Amicus’ will be pleased to learn, | ¥*Y res; onsible for the theories or plans of 
that the laws of the College are already so, ‘reatm: nt adopted by the authors. In giv- 
well understood and appreciated by the | ing publicity to the documents transmitted 
medical officers of the army and navy, that | tothem, the Board, we apprehend, consider 
the names of severul highly-respectable that they are rendering an essential service 
gentlemen, belonging to both departments, ? the profession and the community, in 
are included in the list of Fellows. Our, ™#king known as widely as possible the 
correspondent could not, we are quite cer- | effects of the different curative means re- 
tain, labour under an impression to the |*orted to, by probably some of the most 
effect that the committee of management ¢xperienced and best-qualified practitioners 
had passed slightingly over the prominent in the world. 


professional claims of military and naval | 





surgeons. The Lonpon Coitroe or Mepi- 


crxe boasts of a constitution which may| Weare sorry to say, and we do so with- 

challenge the utmost scrutiny of the whole | out feeling called upon to enter into any 
' 

medical public, Its laws are framed with | particulars on the subject, that the cholera 


an undeviating regard to the successful|is slowly, but surely, on the increase in 


promotion of medical science, and the con- this metropolis. 


sequent health of the community. Hence | 








it stands pre-eminently entitled not only to | 
the encouraging support of the independent | 


or liberal branches of the profession, but | Surgical Pathology, a Thesis. By Jures 


Croaurr, &e. Translated from the 
French by J. W. Garrick, M.R.C.S., 
and W. Copperruwatre, M.R.C.S., 

With Plates. 8vo. pp. 223. S. Highley. 
} London, 1832. 


also to the immediate attention and pro- | 
tection of the legisture. I 





|Convincep as we are that instruction in 


c Tas or . “gu * “eg vee er pathology and morbid anatomy should form 
OmMCRS ETON LF. SLARRISON, SD 1€F | a most essential part of medical education, 


physicians, will be found in this week’s| wo are prepared to give every encourage- 
Laxcetr. The petitioners have trodden | ment in our power to works devoted to the 





useful purpose of rendering these branches 
of the science more accessible to the stu- 
dent. It has been very generally acknow- 
ledged, that neglect of pathological anatomy 
in this country has contributed in a great 
degree to retard the improvement of medi- 
cine, and to substitute a false and uncer- 
tain basis, for the unerring and satisfactory 
grounds afforded by an acquaintance with 
the organic lesions produced by disease, 
and by observation of the symptoms or 
signs preceding or accompanying such de- 
viation of structure. For many years, the | 
only regular course of lectures delivered in 
the country upon pathology and morbid | 
anatomy was that which was, and is still, 
given by the professor of anatomy in the | 
University of Dublin, This example was 
followed, though not till lately, by the 
University of Edinburgh ; and the Univer- 
sity of London has recently appointed to 
the chair of pathology, a gentleman fully 
qualified to do justice to the subject which 
he has undertaken to teach, 

In the little volume now before us, we 
expected to find at least a succinct ac- 
count of the most prominent changes pro- 
duced by diseased action in the different 
structures of the human body ; in this we 
have been disappointed ; the work is, in 
fact, nothing but the translation of a thesis 
written by M J. Cloquet, apparently as a 
candidate for one of the chairs in the fa- 
culty of medicine ; it might be aptly termed 
a discourse upon surgical pathology, and 
would form a good article for the Quarterly 
or Edinburgh, but has no pretensions to the 
ebaracter of a work designed for conveying 
preliminary knowledge to the student, 

Indeed it is evident from the brief pre- 
face of the author, that he has not directed 
his aim at this object. ‘“ In the first part,” 
says he, ‘ I have endeavoured to determine 
the rank which pathology ought to hold 
among the other branches of medicine, and 
to point out the divisions which the science 
has received. In the second part of the 
thesis, I have shown the arrangement of a 
course of lectures. The plan which the 
Professor should adopt in teaching the 
science, and the means which are hest cal- 
culated to ensure a successful result for his 
labour.” 

It is ever more pleasing to us to speak 
@vourably than otherwise of the produc- 


; 
' 





CLINICAL REMARKS BY MR. BRODIE. 


tions of a young suthor; in the present 
instance we must declare the translator 
seems to have mistaken altogether “the ob- 
ject of Cloquet’s thesis, and feel it incum- 
bent on us to explain the real nature of the 


' work, lest the student experience the dis- 
appointment arising from the purchase of 


a work supposed to be upon one subject, 
while he makes the discovery that it has 
been written upon another. 





ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL, 


CLINICAL REMARKS 
BY 
Mr. BRODIE, 
Delivered August 6, 1852, 


ABSCESS IN THE AXILLA,. 


Iv a case of this nature, where the tu- 
mour had pointed anteriorly near the edge 
of the pectoralis major pans A and had been 
opened, Mr. Brodie ordered that the man’s 
arm should be hung in a sling, avd fastened 
to his side ; ** For,” remarked Mr. Brodie, 
** the abscess is so situated, that if any mo- 
tion be allowed, it will not heai.” 


FUNGUS OF THE TESTICLE. 

There is a patient in the hospital now 
under the care of Mr. Brodie with this fun- 
gus. Mr. Brodie ordered him to be kept 
in the horizontal position ; ‘* Fur,"’ said he, 
**the erect position only tends to fill the 
vessels of the part with blood, which I 
think the horizontal position will prevent.” 

DISEASED URINARY ORGANS. 

In a case of stricture of the urethra, dis- 
eased prostate gland, and, (as Mr. Brodie 
believes) disease of the kidneys also, in 
which the urine is alkaline, Mr. Brodie or- 
dered, 

Acid. nitric. dilut. 5iij ; 

Tinct. cinnamomi 3iv ; 

Aq. pure Oss; to be taken every day 
in three doses. 


Mr. Brodie hesitated as to what tincture 
he should order in conjunction with the 
acid, and asked Mr. Pollard (whose turn it 
now is to take charge of Mr. Brodie’s pa- 
tients) what tinctures they kept ia the shop, 
specifying the tinct. cardam. comp. Mr. 
Pollard’s answer was, that they did not keep 
it.—What a perfect Augean stable is this 
shop! 

GLANDULAR TUMOUR.—IODINE, 
We saw a few days since the patient, 


whose enlargement of the thyroid gland, in 
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@bich Mr. Brodie tied the thyroid artery,! but it was not found to succeed. Mr. 
we noticed in a former Number. The tu-| Hudson's concentrated syrup was then tried, 
mour has greatly diminished in size, and and was found to succeed much better. It 
the patient’s appearance is in every respect is, however, a very dear success for the 
much improved since the operation. Mr.| hospital funds, Mr. Hudson's preparation 
Brodie is now giving him large doses of the ‘costing 18s. 6d. per pint. Mr. Brodie is 
liquor potasse ; he now takes 3i daily, and | using it in a case of syphilitic ulcer of the 


Mr. Brodie means to increase it to as great | 
a quantity as bis stomach will bear. In| 
answer to a question from Mr. Fernandez! 
respecting the renewed growths of these 
glandular tumours after the iodine has been | 
discontinued, Mr. Brodie said that they 
had not a fair chance of judging if such 
were the case or not, with patients ina 
hospital, as when they left it they were | 
Jost sight of. Mr, Brodie’s opinion is) 
very strong against using iodine so ge-| 
nerally and indiscriminately as he says it| 
is used, as, for instance, in inflammation of 
the synovial membrane of the knee joint ;| 
it is tampering, he says, with a very| 


violent medicine, for it has been known to | 
produce paralysis, and he considers the 
practice “* highly disgraceful.” 


OPERATIONS, 

On Thursday, Aug. 8, there were three 
operations performed. One was a case of 
stone in the bladder in a child (boy) four 
years old. The stone was about the size 
of a kidney-bean of the mulberry kind, 
with an internal rough coating of lithic 
acid. During the performance of the ope- 
ration, the child was held by the surgery 
man, but Mr. Brodie remarked afterwards, 
that the plan was not so good as binding 
the patient. 

The next case was one of necrosis of the 
tibia. Mr. Brodie cut down upon the bone, 
and extracted a few dead fragments, and 
applied the trephine twice. After the ope- 
ration, Mr. Brodie addressed the pupils. 
** This case, Gentlemen, is one of di 
ease of the tibia, from which I have ex- 
tracted some dead portions ; and I should 
suppose that, at a former period, there 
must have been also great effusion of fluid 
into the kree-joint (caused, no doubt, by 
this disease of the tibia), from the present 
very lax state of the parts. In extracting 
the dead portions of bone, [ discovered two 
sinuses in the bone, the one leading up- 
ward—the other downward. I have ap-| 
plied the trephine over each of these, and | 
thus laid them open, and I do not feel my- 
self warranted in proceeding any further’ 
with the disease to-day.” 

There are at present some cases of vio- 
lent secondary symptoms of syphilis in the 
hospital, under the care of Mr. Brodie and 
Mr. Babington, in which they are using | 


| 


| 


the concentrated syrup of sarsaparilla ; that | 
which is prepared at the Hall was first used | yy 


a3 being the cheapest (7s, 6d. per pint) 


tarsal cartilage.* 





LONDON HOSPITAL. 


RETENTION OF URINE ARISING FROM EX< 
LARGEMENT OF THE PROSTATE GLAND, 


J. O., labourer, ztat. 72, admitted on the 
night of the 22nd of July, suffering under 
retention of urine; he stated he had been 
suffering for several years from this com- 
plaint, and had been several times a pa- 
tient in the hospital for this disease; he 
had not passed any water for thirty hours 
| previous to his applying here. On exami- 
|nation the bladder was found to be much 
distended ; no stricture could be discover- 
ed; the retention arising from the very 
great enlargement of the prostate gland, 
particularly the middle lobe. The cathe- 
ter was introduced night and morning, and 
the urine drawn off, which was mixed with 
a quantity of blood ; his general health ap- 
peared to be very good until the morning of 
the 27th, when he complained of being unable 
}to move himself, particularly to the left 
lside ; he appeared rather low ; pulse weak 
and tremulous ; was ordered eight ounces of 
| wine every hour atnight ; his mind became 
| wandering, was restless, throwing bis arms 
about, and at eleven o'clock on the moraing 
of the 29th died. 

The body was examined the following 
day (without any notice) during the time 
we were in the wards; consequently we 





*" | cannot give any account of the appearances 


on dissection; it is scandalous that no no- 
tice is given to the pupils when a body is 
about to be examived ; if the surgery beadle 
should have orders to put up one when 
& post-mortem examination is to be held, 
the only parties who know anything about 
holding them, are the assistant-surgeon and 
the dresser of the patient. 


—_—_— 
RETENTION OF URINE. 


The following case, although it admitted 
of speedy relief, is interesting. 

A boy, about three vears and a half old, 
was brought to this hospital on the 20th of 
July, under the following circumstances :— 

The mother of the child stated that he 





* Many anecdotes are in circulation respecting 
r. Hudson’s paying @ percentage upon pres 
scriptions, &¢, 
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had not passed any urine for nearly forty- | 
eight hours. Upon examination, the blad-| 
der was found to be very much distended, 
giving considerable pain to the patient, 
when pressed upon. In the lower part of 
the perineum, on the right side, were found 
considerable redness and swelling, which! 
at first led to the belief of extravasation of | 
urine. A catheter was with some little 
difficulty passed, and no stricture was 
found ; nearly a pint and a half of high- 
coloured urine was drawn off, The mother 
refusing to allow the child to remain in 
the hospital, a dose of castor eil was given 
to it, and eight leeches were applied to the 
inflamed part in the perineum, and the 
mother was directed to apply fomentations. 

The child was again brought bere the 
following day, when a fluctuation was evi 
dent in the perineum; it was conjectured 
that an abscess had formed, and that the 
pressure of matter in the urethra occasioned 
the retention of urine. Upon passing a 
lancet into the tumour, a quantity of matter 
was discharged ; a poultice was ordered to 
be applied. The mother took the child 
away with her, still refusing to allow it to 
remain inthe house. ‘Iwo or three days 
afterwards she brought the child again, 
when it was able to pass its urine freely ; 
the wound in perinwo had healed up. 


CUT THROAT. 


W.A., etat. 66, sdmitted 16th of June 
under the care of Mr. Scott. He was a 
tolerably healthy man until about two years 
since, when he began to labour under great 
depression of spirits, but was unable to 
assign any cause for the infirmity. He 
has lived rather abstemiously for a man in 
his situation of life. During one of his 
mrlancholy paroxysms, he drew a razor 
across his throat. On his admission into 
this hospiral, it was found be had made a 
deep incision between the os hyoides and 
thyroid cartilages ; the ligaments and mus- 
cles between the two had been cut, and the 
finger could be passed into the wound as 
far as the mucous lining ef the larynx, 
which, when touched, caused a distressing 
sense of suffocation. Deglutition was per- 
formed without much difficulty, but the pa 
tient spoke with reluctance, on account of 
the alarm it excited in his mind. The 
wound was covered by a cofzulum, but 
this being removed, a branch of the supe- 
rior thyroidal artery was found to be di- 
vided, and required to be secured, 

The edges of the wound were approxi- 
mated, and retained, as nearly as possible, 
in apposition, by bringing the head for- 





wards, and confining it in that pos” ion by 


bandages ; he was ordered to be kept per- 
fectly quiet, and to take the following :— 


R  Tinet. opii, Mx; 
Sp. ammon. comp. XX ; 
Mist. camphore 3iss omni 2nd her. 


He continued without any bad symptoms 
until the ist, when he became feverish, 
and complained of pain in the head, for 
which twelve leeches were applied to the 
forehead ; the saline effervescing mix- 
ture to be taken every four hours. The 
following day he felt much relieved by the 
leeches, &c. The wound in the throat 
looks very well, To continue the mixture, 

23. Is very low, with a weak pulse; 
tremulous tongue ; was ordered 


BR Ammon. carb. gr. v; 
Mist. camphore Ziss ft. haustus 6tis 
hor, sumend. 


From this time he gradually improved ; 
he occasionally complained of pain in his 
head, which was removed by the xpplication 
of a blister, and he was discharged on the 
26th of July with the wound quite healed. 





LONDON HOSPITAL——-MR. ANDREWS- 
——_ 


Sin,—A very serious misunderstanding 
took place in the wards of the London Hos- 
pital on Monday last, between Mr. Andrews 
and a gentleman who passed the college on 
the lust examination night. It appeared that 
Mr. Andrews on the day following the ex- 
amination in question, came to the hospital, 
and made some severe and sarcastic obser- 
vations before the class, against the gentle- 
man alluded to, and even went so far. as to 
say, that the examiners rejected two can- 


didates on the preceding night, and that if 


they had done their duty, the gentleman al- 
luded to ought to have been amongst the num- 
ber. 1 really think that this is ‘* too bad.” 
After taking from bis pocket 22/., and send- 
ing him forth as a fit and capable surgeon, 
no remarks ought to have been made. 
send you my name with this letter, and 
remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Junius. 
August 15th. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Chirurgicus.—The cost of the advertise- 
ment will be 9s.,—the customary charge. 

Mr. Spilsbury’s case is not drawn up in a 
form adapted for publication. 

We have read the articles in the Sunder- 
land Herald, Cork Advertiser, Shrewsbury Chro- 
nicle, Bolton Chronicle, Tyne Mercury, and Leeds 


Patriot, which were intended for our perusal, 
i 
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